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The Junior-Senior Prom 
was held on Friday, May 20 at 
the Venezia restaurant in Bos-
ton.  This was one of the most 
looked forward to events by the 
juniors, but especially by the 
seniors, who had not yet had 
a prom due to COVID.  Last 
year’s prom was held outside 
and was for the Class of 2021 
only.

Students were very excited 
that they got to dress up and 
just have a fun night with their 
friends.  Two hundred-seventy 
students  attended the prom 
according to senior advisor, 
Casey Morrison.

There was a lot of hard 

work that went into planning 
this event by both the senior 
and junior class officers.  They 
had to choose the venue a year 
in advance to secure the date 
they wanted.  

The money that they col-
lected from the ticket sales as 
well as what the classes have 
raised over the last couple of 
years all went to a DJ, buses, 
decorations, the venue, and 
food.  

On Friday night, the seniors 
arrived at 5:15 pm to the gym, 
earlier than the juniors, so they 
could do the traditional Grand 
March before all got on buses 
that took them to the Venezia.

It was “A Night to Remem-
ber.”

 Junior-Senior prom held on May 20

Charlie Succar and Carolayne Lage      
                photo courtesy Ms. Paulding

Jamie Evers and Avery Burke at the head of the Grand March.
           Grand March photos courtesy of Christy Cronin

Seniors with their escorts from left: Amanda Belmonte, and Grace Condon 
joined by Kameron Christ and Jerry Esposito at the Venezia on Friday night. 

Jordan Stec and Joao Victor 
Araujo

  Mateus Gomes and Nadia Dutton

Olivia Dalton and Ramzey Youssef

Sarah Goode and Justin ConleyCharlie Succar, Tori Crowley, Lindsay Tsiantoulas and  Brett 
Armstrong getting ready to board the bus to the Venezia.

Justin Cronin and Shaina Higgins

Angelina Hussey and Mia DeAngelis

Dillon Doyle and Cailin Sullivan at 
the Senior Grand March.

  Riley Taylor and her escort

Luci Pumphrey and her 
escort.
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New classes provide more 
opportunities for students

Features

Cameron Babcock
Veritas Sports Editor

Many new courses are coming to Rockland High 
School in the 2022-2023 school year. Introduction to Busi-
ness, Personal Finance, Sports History, and Criminal Jus-
tice are just four of the eleven new courses that are being 
offered next year at RHS. 

The rest of the courses are Entrepreneurship, Market-
ing, Introduction to Computer Science, Blockbuster Mov-
ies and the Music that made them, Sports History, Ho-
locaust & Human Behaviors, AP European History, and 
Advanced Woodworking II. 

The new courses are available starting next year, but 
there is a new system to it. Availability for certain courses 
will vary with the new system that only applies to certain 
electives. 

Director of Guidance, Margie Black explained this sys-
tem coming to RHS.  “For the history department, they 
will rotate their electives through the teacher. For example, 
they have criminal justice for the 2022-2023 school year 
but not law since they alternate every year; so in the 2023-
2024 school year law will return but criminal justice will 
not.” 

To RHS students, the new courses were a surprise. 
RHS already had over 40 electives before the new courses 
were added to the curriculum, and this gave students the 
ability to try things in many categories to prepare them for 
college studies. 

Sophomore Michael Hickey spoke on behalf of mul-
tiple students’ initial reactions to the new courses. “I think 
that the courses provide more options for students to 
branch out their interests and see what they like,” he said.

Course selection at RHS takes place near the end of ev-
ery school year so students have time to think about what 

they plan on taking next year. Picking electives makes stu-
dents think more since it is up to them, while teachers will 
usually recommend courses to students and leave elective 
choices up to them. 

With over 40 elective courses and just four years of 
high school, there isn’t enough time to try everything, so 
this time to think is important as whatever you choose 
could shape your career. Over four years, an RHS student 
can only take up to 8-12 electives, depending on their study 
halls, AP classes, physical education class, and more.

The new business classes are an important addition for 
students. Many of the business classes are college subjects 
for a vast majority of students around the world who attend 
college. 

According to Forbes Magazine, 6.93% of college stu-
dents responding to their survey major in business, the 
most out of any other major in the survey. 

Sophomore Anthony Ciano took an interest in the idea 
of participating in the new RHS business classes before he 
graduates. “Personally, I am interested in entrepreneurship 
because I feel as if running a business is something that I 
am interested in as a backup plan to my dream job,” said 
Ciano.

The new elective courses coming to RHS in the 2022-
2023 school year are rotating classes which will give stu-
dents the ability to alternate each year while bringing more 
options for students when selecting classes. 

This seems like it will benefit students by letting them 
try a variety of subjects to study before they graduate and 
enter college or the workforce. 

If you’re interested in taking one of these new courses 
but already submitted your course selection sheet for the 
next school year, contact your guidance counselor to see if 
you’re still eligible.

Hailey Christianson
Veritas Web Editor

As we come to the end of the 2021-
2022 school year, most RHS juniors are 
going into their last year of high school.  
It can be both a stressful time as much as 
it can be an exciting time. Twelve years 
of school have brought us to this mo-
ment which is crazy to think about.  

Some, as expected, are very excited 
to move on from the Rockland schools 
and go out into the world and pursue 
their dreams.  

However, others are not as excited as 
most.  It can be expected that there are a 
lot of students that are stressing out over 
SAT’s, and everything to do with col-
lege.  Some students are still question-
ing what they want to do in the future 
and since it’s coming quickly, they feel 
rushed.

Guidance counselors are the go-to 
people to help students in the process of 

deciding what they want to do in the fu-
ture.  They will help you with the classes 
you should be taking and what classes 
you shouldn’t be taking.  

It can be a lot of stress on students 
when deciding what to do about their 
senior year and especially about college.  

Guidance counselor, Chris DeVine 
says, “We have a good mix. There are 
always students who have a college 
in mind with a specific major already 
picked or the student who knows what 
union they want to apply for.” 

He also explained, “On the flipside 
we do have many students who don’t 
know where to start with the process and 
that is okay.  I think students do a great 
job of transitioning to their senior year. 
By this time they know the expectations 
of RHS and do a great job of acting as 
role models for the younger classmen.”

There are a lot of students who tend 
to go the easier route for their senior 
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Looking forward to senior year, but not the stress that goes with it
year, but just as many go for a more 
challenging schedule.  

Mr. DeVine said, “It depends on the 
student’s individual plan. All seniors 
are required to take a 4th year of Eng-
lish and we strongly encourage them 
to continue the 4th year of math. From 
there it depends on what their post sec-
ondary plans are.” 

“If a student plans to enroll at a col-
lege after RHS, they will have a sched-
ule that reflects just that. If a student is 
going into the military or trade, maybe 
they focus on more elective courses 
that will benefit them down the line,” 
Mr. DeVine explained.  

Any advice is a huge help to not 
just the students, but also parents who 
aren’t sure what to do. 

Mr. DeVine shares, “Start planning. 
Go visit schools. Start looking at trade 
schools. Talk to a recruiter. Senior year 
can be a stressful time, but the more 
work you do now and over the sum-
mer, the more enjoyable your senior 
year will be.”  

Students have been trying to pre-
pare not just for college but also their 
senior year.  They’ve started taking 
more challenging classes, going on 
college tours, and deciding what they 
want to do in the future.  One junior 
says, “I currently have done a lot of 
things to make senior year easier such 
as looking at potential schools and 
I will be writing my college essay in 
English after the AP test.”  

Planning for after high school can 
be a stressful but an exciting experi-
ence.  You get to find out what your 
interests are and what careers you can 
pursue that have all of them.  

Several students at Rockland are 
thinking about joining the military.  A 
junior says, “Currently my plans are 
either the military, the Army more spe-
cifically, or going to a community col-
lege to make sure I exit college with 
little to no debt.”  

Senior year can be very different from 
any other year of high school because 
during this time you are still worried 
about doing well in high school, but not 
totally focusing on it.  

Greta Willis, a senior, says, “Senior 
year is different than junior year in every 
way you can imagine. The biggest differ-
ence is instead of school being the main 
focus it’s more on figuring out the college 
application process.”  

The same goes for classes as well.  
During your senior year you need to fig-
ure out if you are either satisfied with 
your classes from years past, or you just 
want an extra challenge.  

Greta says, “It’s definitely up to each 
person, but for me I went with a more le-
nient class schedule and I’m so glad I did 
because I got to put more of my attention 
towards my college applications vs. math 
class.”  

During your senior year, there are 
both ups and downs.  Greta says, “The 
worst part is honestly when you get to the 
end of the year and start to feel senioritis 
but you still have to do well in class.”  

But she says the best part about senior 
year is the activities. “My favorite event 
that we’ve done so far was probably the 
senior pep rally but I’m sure that won’t 
compare to the senior events we have 
planned in the upcoming last month of 
school.”

Lower classmen and incoming fresh-
men are still getting used to the fact they 
are even in high school/going to be in 
high school.  

The upperclassmen can help ease their 
nerves as well as give them some advice 
about college since it isn’t too far away.  

Greta’s advice to these underclassmen 
is to plan ahead. “I really can’t stress this 
enough...do not procrastinate! Do all of 
your in-person college tours junior year. 
Unfortunately COVID changed my plans 
so I had to squeeze everything in the first 
half of senior year.”
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Regan Glennon
Veritas Staff

On Monday, February 7 senior Julia Elie 
scored her 1000th career point in the girls’ 
game against Cohasset. 

The game against Cohasset was origi-
nally scheduled for the previous Friday but 
was then canceled. 

At this point it seemed like Elie was 
going to be scoring her 1000th point at an 
away game in Hull. Luckily, the Cohasset 
game was rescheduled to Monday, the day 
before the Hull game. 

When asked about the cancellation Elie 
shared, “At first I was pretty discouraged, 
but I was very happy it got rescheduled to 
the following Monday. I honestly didn’t 
know how close I was to 1000 until like a 
week before, and it worked out well that it 
fell on a home game.”

Julia’s sister, Caroline, who graduated 
from RHS in 2020, is also a 1000 point 

scorer. 
Julia was a sophomore when Caroline 

scored her 1000th point and Julia was able to 
share a similar experience with her younger 
sister, Maggie, who is a sophomore. 

Julia stated, “It felt so good to score 
1000 points with Maggie. Watching Caro-
line score hers was motivation to get mine.” 

When Elie was asked to use one word to 
describe how she felt when she scored her 
1000th point she explained, “Probably relief 
because we had a shortened season last year, 
and I wasn’t sure if I was going to get it. 
After I got it I was just happy to be able to 
play without worrying about scoring a cer-
tain amount of points each game.” 

Julia averaged 19.6 points per game and 
finished her career of four years on the var-
sity with 1,204 points. Julia will be going 
on to play basketball at Bentley University 
in the fall. 

Besides being a scholarship athlete at 

 Julia Elie leaves her mark on girls’ basketball

  STUCO transitions to new leadership
Nicole Cedrone

Veritas Editor-in-Chief
With the school year coming to a 

close, the RHS Student Council (STU-
CO), said goodbye to all their seniors 
on  May 11 which was their last meet-
ing with them.

The council will be saying good-
bye to Maddie Smith, Maria Pala, Ava 
LaBollita, Carol Lage, Olivia Jones, 
Callie Gillan, Ngan Nguyen, Rose Ri-
pley, and Kaileigh Fulton. 

These seniors’ dedication to the 
school’s council was highlighted and 
they will be missed.

Maddie Smith, the former STUCO 
president, spent the night saying good-
bye to the council and welcoming the 
new president, Lexie McKenna. 

Smith said she has loved being the 
president and knows that after she is 
gone the council will continue to suc-
ceed. “I’m happy and sad; it’s a bit-
tersweet end and I know Lexi will do 
amazing things as president.”

 McKenna, a junior, was just elected 
STUCO President and is very excited 
to lead the way to another successful 
year. She has watched Maddie lead 
the council and feels confident that she 
can continue her leadership as the next 
president. 

Maddie knows that the council will 
continue to succeed in all aspects. The 
thing she will miss the most is the peo-
ple. “My favorite thing has been seeing 
people get their spark back for STUCO. 

Our energy was definitely lacking a lit-
tle at the start due to COVID, and since 
our council is so young no one really 
knew student council for what it truly 
was.” 

She added, “So it was great seeing 
everyone come out of their shell and 
light on fire for the student council. It 
was amazing seeing everyone fall in 
love with the council just as I did when 
I started.” 

With that, the night was filled with 
reminiscing on all the council’s memo-
ries and how much the council has ac-
complished. With all the funds that the 
council has raised over the year, they 
were able to give all the senior mem-
bers scholarships.

That night STUCO also welcomed 
in the new batch of soon-to-be fresh-
men and elected their new members to 
the Executive Board (E-board), a group 
of leaders who makes the critical deci-
sions. 

The new E-Board members are 
Lexie McKenna, president, Ava Hagan, 
vice president, Sophie Levy, secretary, 
Sami Murdock, treasurer, Meghan 
Gustin, PUBCO, Avery Burck, histo-
rian, Shannan Gustin, Spirit Commit-
tee chair, Josh Campoverde and Regan 
Glennon, heads of Student Services, 
and Tori Hyans and Logan Hatch, heads 
of Finance and Fundraising.

The in-coming class presidents are 
MaryKate Leoncavallo, senior presi-
dent, Chelsea Amaral, junior president, 

(E-BOARD) Back (L-R) Tori Hynes, Logan Hatch, Josh Campoverde, Regan 
Glennon, Shannon Gustin. Front (L-R) Ava Hagan, Sophie Levy, Lexie McK-
enna, Avery Burke, Meghan Gustin.  Courtesy photo 
Nicole Cedrone, sophomore president, 
and Kauan Oliveira, freshman president. 

Amaral was on “cloud nine” when 
she got the exciting news. She was the 
sophomore president and wanted to con-
tinue leading her class into junior year. 
This year, she was running unopposed 
but it doesn’t mean she didn’t put in the 
work to make sure her class had a voice. 

She states, “I fell in love with the po-
sition and knew that I was not going to 
let it up. Throughout the past year, I got 
to know so many more people and by the 
end of the year new people were coming 

up to me.”
Being president her role is to create 

fun events and fundraisers for her class 
and raise enough money for their prom. 
She says they are on the right track right 
now. 

Even though it was a bitterweet way 
to end the year everyone had a great 
time saying goodbye to the outgoing role 
models of the school. 

However, everyone in STUCO is 
thrilled to have a new batch of incoming 
freshmen joining and knows that next 
year will be equally as great.

Nicole Cedrone
Veritas Editor-in-Chief 

With the year concluding, the band is end-
ing on a high note. They just recently went to 
Music in the Park, a festival where school bands 
compete and are scored on how well they play 
together.

It was held at Six Flags this year and the 
band got a Superior rating, which is the highest 
score. The band practiced every morning during 
the school week at 8 am  where they worked on 
potential pieces they could play for this festival. 

John Piazza, music director, and teacher says, 
“We work on music throughout the year and I 
tell them what about these pieces. We narrow it 
down and ultimately I decide what pieces we will 
do. It is usually a piece that we have worked on 
and it contrasts nature, so that it can show off the 
abilities of the band.” 

The band celebrated all they have accom-
plished at their banquet, on May 16th. Senior 

Kathleen Nee, musical director, and conductor 
during the football games is sad to say goodbye 
to this band. 

Kathleen mentions, “The band this year was 
by far the best band I have gotten to work with 
over my four years, and it provided the opportu-
nity for so much growth and improvement.” 

She is going to play the clarinet at the Uni-
versity of Maine and plans to be a part of their 
band. She says that music has been her confident 
zone and she does not see herself giving up her 
love for music. 

With the band saying goodbye to nine of their 
seniors, it will leave a dent. Along with Nee, the 
seniors include Emilee Scannell, Olivia Jones, 
Emma Krog, Daniel O’Brien, Leah Leonard, 
Mia Gomes, Adam Pollard and James Oliviero. 

But there has been lots of involvement from 
the middle school to build on. To conclude, the 
band keeps on reaching new heights and every-
one can’t wait to see what they accomplish next. 

  Led by nine seniors, the band had a successful year

At Six Flags where the band won a Superior Award.

Bentley, Julia has received many 
awards including the most recent, 
an award from the Massachusetts 
Basketball Coaches Association as 
the Player of the Year in Division 
3.

She was also honored with an 
award as a Scholar Athlete by the 
South Shore League and was the 

South Shore League Tobin Divi-
sion’s Player of the Year.  

She was recognized on the 
Boston Herald’s Dream Team 
All-Scholastics and she is a Bos-
ton Globe and Patriot Ledger All-
Scholastic again this year.

We wish Julia good luck at 
Bentley in the fall.

  Julia Elie (20) and her teammates and coach on her big night.
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Where will we find the Class of 2022 in the fall?

Shannon Gustin
Veritas Feature Editor

On June 3, the Class of 2022,  will be graduating 
and moving on to bigger and better things. 

The 137 students have exciting plans for the fu-
ture.  One hundred and two students, or 74% of the 
class, plans on attending a college in the fall. 

Twenty-five students, or 18%, will be going into 
the workforce, unions or the military. 

Ten students or 7% of the class are undecided on 
their plans or are joining the transitions program. 

Grace Maureen Alex - Massasoit Community Col-
lege, Radiologic Technology 

Erick Almeida - plans to join the Plumber’s Union 

Monalisa Almeida - Cornell University, Chemical 
and Bio Engineering

Stephanie Prado Alvarenga - Massasoit Commu-
nity College

Mikayla Grace Andre - Howard University,  Politi-
cal Science / Law

Joao Victor Araujo - Bridgewater State University,  
Business Administration

Brett Coutour Armstrong - Curry College

Aidan James Baar - plans to enter the workforce as 
an arborist

Joseph Michael Baker - plans to enter the workforce 

Adam James Beatrice -  Bridgewater State Univer-
sity, Computer Science

Jacob William Belcher - Nichols College, Criminal 
Justice

Amanda Rose Belmonte - UMASS Boston, Psy-
chology / Criminal Justice

Laissa Bonicenha -US Navy or attend Aesthetician 
school 

Burnell Brizard - Bridgewater State University

Carter Joseph Burke - Hilbert College,  Cyber 
Security

Emma Rose Burns - Bridgewater State University, 
Early Childhood Education

Molly Callahan - UMASS Boston

Olivia Kathleen Campbell - University of New 
England, Dental Hygiene

Sean Michael Carleton - plans to enter the work-
force

Luis Catu Jr - undecided on his future plans

Peter Celestino - Bridgewater State University, 
Exercise Physiology

Kameron Fritz Christ - Bryant University, Account-
ing

Saige Elizabeth Clauss - will enter the Transitions 
Program 

Jacob Collins-Martin - Southern New Hampshire 
University 

Grace Elizabeth Condon - UMASS Boston, Human 
Science

Justin Conley - plans to attend a trade school to 
become an electrician 

Jared Coste - Massasoit Community College /  then 
transfer to a four year university,  Business

Justin Tyler Cronin - Coastal Carolina University, 
Entrepreneurial Management

Victoria Annette Crowley - University of Rhode 
Island, Kinesiology

Matthew Cunningham - undecided on his future 
plans 

Jasenia Marie Cuocolo - plans to go to work after 
high school

Wallery Dacunha - plans to attend a local school to 
study cosmetology

Mark Dalton II - Canisius College

Olivia Sophia Dalton - UMASS Boston, Business 
Entrepreneurship

Laura Kelly Damascena - University of Alabama, 
Nursing

Yasmin Kycila De Souza - Massasoit Community 
College, Business Administration

Mia Nicole DeAngelis - Quincy College

Brynn Marie Dempsey - Bridgewater State Univer-
sity, Elementary Education

Cole Avery  Dubois - Massasoit Community College 
/ transfer to a four year university, Criminal Justice 

Ariana Jean Dutton - Massachusetts College of 
Pharmacy and Health Sciences, Nursing 

Ashley Nicole Eaton - University of New Haven, 
Dental Hygiene

Julia Marie Elie - Bentley University, undecided 
major

Gerald Francis Esposito IV - plans to continue to 
run his business, Esposito Property Maintenance

Jessica Ellen Esposito - Quinnipiac University, 
Nursing 

James Michael Evers - plans to enter the workforce

Luis Araujo - plans to join the workforce

Margaret Collins Flaherty - University of Tampa, 
Nutritional Sciences

Miah Flemings - Spa Tech Institute School of Aes-
thetics / Business 

Kaileigh May Fulton - University of Massachusetts 
Amherst, Kinesiology

Thomas Daniel Gallagher - American International 
College, Marketing

Gabriella Marie Gambon - Eckerd College, Psy-
chology

Callie Jean Gillan - College of Holy Cross, Political 
Science / Statistics

Davante Gillard - plans to work for the Local 51 
Plumber’s Union

Mark James Gilmore -  join the National Guard / 
weld for the Local 7 Iron Worker’s Union

Ava Glushik - Massasoit Community College, Art /  
Technology

Olivia Marie Golemme - Saint Anslem College, 
Nursing

Matheus Gomes - Massasoit Community College, 
Engineering

Mia Patricia Gomes - Dean College, Psychology 

Luiz Goncalves Pereira - undecided as of 9/17

Sarah Goode - Florida Gulf Coast University 

Alanna Gray - undecided as of 9/17

Connor Robert Haggerty - to further his education 
in Georgia

Devin Valentine Hammond -  plans to enter the 
workforce

John Thomas Henry -  plans to work for the com-
pany JAM Shower Doors

Hannah Catherine Higgins - Bridgewater State 
University, Undeclared

Jacob Richard Higgins - Coastal Carolina Univer-
sity, Finance

Skyler Phoenix Hitchcock - Bridgewater State Uni-
versity, Social Work

John Howe - plans to start a landscaping business 
right out of high school

Max Julian Joshua Huggins - plans to go into the 
workforce for carpentry

Angelina Rose Hussey - Quincy College, E.M.T. 
certification

Makhi Johnson - plans to join the workforce and 
study real estate

Olivia Ruth Jones - Worcester Polytechnic Institute, 
Biomedical Engineering 
   continued on next page
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Most Athletic- Julia Elie, Peter Celestino & Jordan 
Stec
Worst Case of Senioritis- Alanna Gray & Mia 
White 
Best to Bring Home to Family- Ramzey Y & 
Leah Leonard
Worst Driver- Ashley Eaton & Tori Crowley
Class Clown- Jill Mitchell & Jamie Evers
Best Eyes- Ava LaBollita & Angel Hussey
Best Personality- Maggie Flaherty & Olivia Dal-
ton
Most Likely to Be President- Monalisa Almeida 
& Olivia Jones 
Best Dressed- Lindsay Tsiantoulas & James Oli-
verio  
Everyone’s Best Friend- Riley Taylor & Luci 
Pumphrey
Best Hair- Greta Willis, Jake Belcher &  Justin 
Cronin
Best All Around- Brett Armstrong & Kameron 
Christ

Trinity Joyce - undecided as of 9/17

Kaitlin Michelle Keefe - University of New Hamp-
shire, Psychology / Forensics

Derek Michael Keenan - Bryant University, Busi-
ness

James Patrick Killion - Montserrat College of Art, 
Digital Art / Animation

Emma Catherine Krog - Massasoit Community Col-
lege, Geography and then study with Semester at Sea

Ava Frances LaBollita - Clemson University, Biol-
ogy

Carolayne Santos Lage - University of San Fran-
cisco

Jordan Langley  III - Quincy College/transfer to a 
four year university for Business & Exercise Science

Ayanha Lascase - is undecided as of 9/17

Tristian Lawn - continue his vocational training in 
the Transitions Program at Rockland High School

Conor Murphy Leavitt - Bentley University, Busi-
ness

McKenzie Clare Leavitt - University of Massachu-
setts Amherst

Leah Allison Leonard - Quinnipiac University, Bio-
medical Sciences in a six year Pathology program

Lucas Lima - plans to move to Brazil to attend col-
lege, Business Administration

Beatriz Carvalhaes Lopes - Massasoit Community 
College /  transfer to Bridgewater State, ESL/English 
as a Second Language and Secondary Education

Roberto Lopez - plans to join the workforce / study 
for a career in real estate

Julia Anne Lynch - Massasoit Community College, 
Early Childhood Education and work in Daycare

Joaquim de Oliveira - Massasoit Community Col-
lege

Kevin Matos - will enter the workforce

William Justin Andrew Maynard-Pimentel - Went-
worth Institute of Technology,  Construction Manage-
ment and Civil Engineering

Darcy Flynn McGuirk - University of Massachu-
setts Boston, Undecided major

Rhiannon McKoy - Massasoit Community College, 
Veterinary studies 

Grace Ann Meacham - Coastal Carolina University, 
Psychology
 
Lily Meola-Afienko - Bridgewater State University, 
Musical Theater 

Jillian Mitchell - plans to take a gap year to decide 
what her next big adventure will be

Alyssa  Mui - Massachusetts College of Pharmacy 
and Health Sciences, Dental Hygeine

Madison Rose Murphy - University of Massachu-
setts-Boston, undecided major

Kathleen Mary Nee - University of Maine, Zoology

Ngan LK Nguyen - Massachusetts College of Phar-
macy and Health Sciences, Pre-medicine and Petriat-
ric medicine

Gavin James Norton - Bridgewater State University, 
Criminal Justice 

Daniel O’Brien Jr. - WPI, Mechanical Engineering

James Anthony Oliverio - Massasoit Community 
College/transfer to a 4-year college for education or 
music or art

Connor Phillip Boylan-O’Regan plans to enlist in 
the United States Army

Maria Chiara Pala - University of Massachusetts 
Boston, International Relations

Matthew James Palmer - Bridgewater State Univer-
sity

Het Sanjaykumar Patel - Massasoit Community 
College/transfer to a four-year university, Accounting

Tremaine Perryman Jr. - Quincy College for two 
years, transfer to a four-year school

Gabriel Pinheiro - will enter workforce as an auto 
mechanic 

Adam Michael Pollard -  Norwich University, En-
gineering in the Corps of Cadets. He will be commis-
sioned into the Navy upon graduation. 

Christa Elizabeth Pollard - University of Massachu-
setts-Amherst, Education and Biology

Luci Pumphrey - Bridgewater State University to 
study art, music / vocational training program

Beatriz Quirino - will enter the workforce

Cody Rich - Bridgewater State University, Computer 
Science

Rose Mary Ripley - Simmons University

Margaret Rodrigues - Mass College of Pharmacy 
and Health Sciences, Pre-Medical Studies to pursue 
Pediatric Surgery

Lucas Santos - will enter the workforce 

Emilee Scannell - Stonehill College, Mathematics

Alexandra Christina Selados - Curry College

Madison Kennedy Smith - Georgia Tech, Aerospace 
Engineering

Michael Aidan Smith plans on entering the work-
force as a car salesman

Ryan Matthew Spano plans to enter the workforce

Abigail Spengler - plans to pursue a career in culi-
nary arts

Jordan Elizabeth Stec - University of Maine, Medi-
cal/Laboratory Sciences

Charles Succar - Bentley University,  Finance

Cailin Sullivan will be attending the Transitions 
Program and hopes one day to be a teacher

Riley Taylor - University of Rhode Island, Education

Lilly Anne Thornton - Bridgewater State University, 
Psychology

Lindsay Marie Tsiantoulas - Marist College,  Fash-
ion Product Development and Public Relations

Mateo Vasquez - plans to enlist in the United States 
Army this summer

Steven Anthony Vernava - plans to enter the work-
force

Mia White - Bridgewater State University, Early 
Childhood Education

Jenna Whitten - Bridgewater State University

Greta Willis - Stonehill College, Health Sciences

Emma Wilson- Bridgewater State University, Health 
Studies

Ramzey Youssef - Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute,  
Computer and Systems Engineering

Seniors’ Plans -       continued from page 4

 Senior Superlatives for the Class of 2022
Life of the Party- Maddie Murphy & Jake Hig-
gins
Best Smile- Mikayla Andre & Amanda Belmonte 
Teacher’s Pet- Callie Gillan & Gabrielle Gam-
bon 
Most Changed Since Freshman Year- Charlie 
Succar & Gavin Norton 
Most Likely to Travel the World- Alyssa Mui 
& Kevin Matos
Most Likely to be Late to Graduation- Molly 
Callahan, Jerry Esposito & Jake Glover
Most Likey to Come back to Teach at RHS- 
Emma Burns & Conor Leavitt
Most Unforgettable- Mark Dalton & Het Patel 
Loudest- Ally Salados, Rhiannon McKoy & Lily 
Thornton
Best Friends- Brett A/ Charlie S & Grace M/ Bia 
Should’ve Been a Couple- Ashley E/ Jake H & 
Lindsay T/ Brett A
Kid at Heart- Max Huggins & Ngan Nguyen 
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Arts Festival was a success!
Features

Shannon Gustin
Veritas Feature Editor

This year on May 4 and 5 the annual RPS Arts 
Festival returned to Rockland High School. The 
event ran on both days from 6-8:30 PM. 

The Arts Festival hadn´t been held since 2019 be-
cause of COVID restrictions. This year was the 49th 
year of the festival.

Rockland High School art teachers Kata Medeiros 
and Cheryl Thompson have been part of planning 
this event since 2016. Both teachers expressed their 
excitement for this event after not having it for two 
years. Mrs. Thompson said, “The Art Department is 
excited to bring the Arts Festival back after a two-
year hiatus. We are so happy to see so much involve-
ment from students, staff, and members of the com-
munity.”

“We are very excited to have the Arts Festival 
running again, the Art Department loves showcas-
ing all the work our talented artists create,” said Ms. 
Medeiros.  

Artwork from all grade levels throughout the dis-
trict was displayed along with many other exhibits 
and presentations from other departments. Exhibits 
included K-12 Art, Preschool and Daycare art, as 
well as projects by Woodshop, and Robotics. 

On Wednesday night, the English Department 
hosted The Blue Dog Cafe, an open mic event, and 
on Thursday night the chorus and band performed. 
Activities such as  a GSA face-painting table, and a 
Student Council scavenger hunt ran throughout both 
days of the festival, along with activities such as 
hands-on STEAM projects, and interactive science 
and art projects.  

On Wednesday,  the first day of the festival it 
rained so many of the outdoor activities were can-
celled. Events such as the infinity room, the Daring 
Discussions string installation and the food trucks 
were postponed until the next day of the festival 
when all three activities were up and running for the 
public. 

Lots of planning went into this event over the 
course of the school year. The Art Department started 
planning in early November. Ms. Medeiros explained, 
“We have had several meetings with people who are 
participating in the Arts Festival. We have had mem-
bers of Reimagine Rockland, Rockland Recreation, 
Rockland Farmers Market, and much more join us to 
help plan the event.” 

After the festival was over Mrs.  Thompson gave 
her thanks to everyone who helped out with the fes-
tival. 

Ms. Medeiros and Mrs. Thompson were all smiles 
setting up for the Arts Festival.

She stated, “What an amazing time we had at this 
year’s Arts Festival! On behalf of the Art Department, 
I would like to thank all of our participants this year: 
Art K-12, Rockland Daycare, Music, English Dept., 
Tech Ed, Family & Consumer Science, Images Maga-
zine, GSA, SGC, ESL, Pathways, and our friends at 
Rockland Rec, Reimagine Rockland, and the Mass. 
Cultural Council.” 

“A special thanks to RMS Art teacher, Colleen 
Haley, the STEAM team (Lisa Ryan, Deborah Hogan 
and Rachel Mack), the Science Dept. (Julie DiCanzio 
and Ashley Leighton), and Daring Discussions Kayla 
Burgos for putting together such awesome activities 
for the community to engage with.” 

“Special thanks also to Chad Bigsby and Chris 
Neal for creating such a warm and inviting safe space 
for all of our aspiring student poets and singers to per-
form at the Blue Dog Cafe and to John Piazza, Steve 
Bergman and Lindsay Crooks for putting on such an 
impressive showcase of middle and high school band 
and chorus performances.”

“I would also like to give a special thanks to As-
sistant Superintendent, Rebecca Kidwell for being so 
supportive of this important event. Last but not least, 
I would like to thank Bryan Conklin and his students, 
and our amazing Maintenance Dept.-Mark Shom, 
Paul Kelly and Frank Lenardis for helping us set up 
our event. We couldn’t have done it without you!”

Teacher Lisa Ryan said, “This was an especially 
exciting Art Show this year with so much to see, listen 
to, and do. There was so much energy and excitement 
from all the families who attended.” 

Mrs. Thompson concluded, “Get ready...the Art 
Dept. is already planning next year’s event. The Arts 
Festival turns 50 next year!”

Sophomore Kaja Ali is proud of her work.

Some of the art work from all 
grade levels displayed at the Arts 
Festival.
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Spring sports coming to a close

Cameron Babcock
Veritas Sports Editor

The Rockland High School 
spring sports teams’ seasons of-
ficially started at the beginning 
of April and are now almost 
finished with May wrapping 
up. 

Most teams had successful 
seasons this spring while others 
are improving to make future 
seasons successful. 

This year the RHS spring 
sports teams consisted of boys 
and girls lacrosse, boys and 
girls tennis, boys and girls 
track, and baseball and softball. 

The SOFTBALL season 
started with a new coach and 
has taken their time to gel to-
gether. 

First-year coach Ali Sam-
mon reflected on the season so 
far. “I believe the season has 
gone great so far. The girls and 
I are developing great relation-
ships which helps us grow as a 
team.” See more about the soft-
ball team in our softball story.

BOYS TENNIS is having 
a historic season. The team 
has qualified for the state tour-
nament for the third year in a 
row and was able to do it rather 
quickly with immense success 
to start the year. 

The boys team is a co-op 

team with East Bridgewater be-
cause of low numbers and the 
merge is working, according to 
Coach Chris Beatrice.

 The team has two senior 
captains, Adam Beatrice and 
Will Maynard-Pimentel.

Their most recent match on 
May 18 was another win (5-0)
this time against Carver.

Senior captain Adam Bea-
trice (No. 1), Petr Quinn (No. 
2) and Nick Mesheau (No. 3) 
won in singles, and they swept 
the doubles with the teams of 
Will Cifrino/Leo Monteiro 
(No. 1) and senior captain Will 
Maynard-Pimentel/Logan Ma-
guire (No. 2). The team’s re-
cord is now 10-2 overall and 
7-2 in the South Shore League.

GIRLS TENNIS has seri-
ously turned the season around 
since a tough start. The team 
currently has a record of 4-6. 

Led by Coach Ariana 
Launie, the team has a bright 
future with all the underclass-
men and eighth-grade players. 
At one of their most recent 
matches against Abington they 
came away with their fourth 
win of the season. 

Captains for the girls tennis 
team are Mikayla Andre, Mon-
alisa Almeida and Olivia Jones.

BOYS LACROSSE is 
having a great season, current-
ly ranked 12th  in their divi-
sion in the most recent power 
rankings. 

The team is led by Coach 
Dave Taylor and their senior 
captains are Justin Cronin, 

Girls Tennis Seniors: Back left to right: Leah Leonard, Christa Pollard, Hannah  Hig-
gins, Kaleigh Fulton, Olivia Golemme, Alyssa Mui. Front row: Brynn Dempsey,  Mikay-
la Andre, Monalisa Almeida, Olivia Jones, Greta Willis.     Yearbook photo

Jordan, Jess and Emma were named Players to Watch in the 
Patriot Ledger!  Good job girls!     Rockland AD /  Twitter

Monalisa Almeida plays at second singles for the girls
     Veritas photo

The boys tennis team: Back row (L-R) Coach Beatrice, Het Patel, Will Maynard-Pimentel, 
Ben Quinn, Petr Quinn, Brett Tata, Adam Beatrice, Tri Nguyen
Front row (L-R): Kaden Gerstel, Joey Quinn, Mo Asad, Nick Mesheau, Will Cifrino, Logan 
Maguire, Leo Monteiro, Calvin Clement.     Yearbook photo

Led by these seniors the boys lacrosse team is having a great season. Back Row (L-R) Gavin 
Norton, Joao Victor Araujo, Brett Armstrong, Jake Higgins, Cody Rich, Matt Palmer,
Front Row (L-R) Jamie Evers, Mateo Vasquez, Justin Cronin, Peter Celestino.  Veritas photo

Mateo Vasques, and Peter Celestino. 
Their other captain is junior Lucas 
Leander, who is once again having a 
historic season for RHS. 

Varsity sophomore Jack Sullivan 
expressed how proud he was of the 
team this season. “The season has 
gone very good; we are the best team 
in the country,” said Sullivan.

On April 29 Justin Cronin earned 
his 100th point while Lucas Leander 
led the way with 7 goals, and Jake 
Coulstring scored his first varsity goal 
in a 17-9 win against EB.

Junior Lucas Leander was recog-
nized in the Boston Herald recently 
for his exceptional accomplishments 
and as an “elite scorer” who already 
has 56 goals and 35 assists this year.

 
The rest of the spring sports re-

views can be found on the next page.

Lucas Leander starts his goal-scoring move to the net. 
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Softball team keeps getting better every day
Hailey Christianson
Veritas Web Editor

The Bulldogs softball team went 
into their 2022 season with their 
new head coach, Ali Sammon, as-
sistant coach, Chris Burnieika 
(“Beeka”), and their senior captain 
Maria Pala. 

The softball team is at the cur-
rent moment 2-9 with wins against 
Mashpee and Hull/Cohasset.  

As announced on the softball 
team’s Twitter feed, for the first win 
against Hull/Cohasset the player of 
the game was the team captain Ma-
ria Pala for “displaying great leader-
ship and motivation throughout the 
whole game for the entire team.” 

For the second win against 
Mashpee, junior third baseman 
Hailey Christianson was the player 
of the game. Rockland softball’s 
Twitter said, “Hailey is strong de-
fensively and gets the whole team 
excited when she hits home runs.”  

The Dogs softball team has had 
a tough season but throughout it 
they have stayed positive and not 
gotten down on themselves.  

Coach Sammon says, “I think 
the team is doing great this season.  

We are starting to get the gist of 
everything and working with one 
another.  I believe the team can im-
prove the communication on the 
field to help as the games go.  The 
team’s strongest ability is cheering 
one another on no matter the score 
or the situation. ”  

Chris Burnieika, the assistant 
coach says, “The team is getting 
better each day. Each day at prac-
tice and during games we take steps 
forward from the start of the sea-
son.  The team just needs to take the 
coaching that’s given to them.  As 
long as they learn from past mis-
takes and move forward, that’s a 
step in the right direction.” 

With Ms. Sammon being a new 
coach for the team, Burnieika also 
known as “Beeka” says, “Ali has 
been great in her first season as the 
head coach.  Ali brings a players 
perspective (a former pitcher and  
captain at Rockland) and new ways 
of looking at the game.”  

Coach Sammon said, “I would 
say that the first year of coaching 
has for sure been a learning experi-
ence but in a good way.”  

RHS teacher Sharon McGonni-

gal used to be Rockland High’s head softball 
coach for many years with the help of her 
brother, Chris as her assistant coach for 13 
years.  Emily Adams coached the team the 
last couple of years also.  

Once she retired as coach Beeka was 
going to also retire, but he decided to stick 
around and help the new coaches. Beeka 
says, “I can tell you that if Ali wasn’t the 
head coach for this team, I wouldn’t have 
been back.  I came back as her assistant 

coach because I believe in the team culture 
she is setting.” 

He added, “Ali has a bright future in 
coaching at Rockland.” 

Chris is happy he has been a part of the 
program through the years. 

“I’ve always felt that we coach because 
of the students.  I also think it’s important 
who the head coach is.  Now I get to help a 
former player in Ali to become a good coach 
each day.  This year has been a special year.” 

Back row (L-R) : Coach Chris Burnieika, Brianna Hewitt, Lexie McKenna, Madison 
Mills, Emily Gillooly, Chelsea Amaral, Savannah Milso and Coach Ali Sammon.
Front row (L-R): Rylee Freeman, Kiley Murdock, Hailey Christianson, Janiya Andrade, 
Captain Maria Pala, Katie McPartlin, Sami Murdock.   photo courtesy of Yearbook

   Spring sports review     

The boys’ and girls’ track teams are 
having a season with significant im-
provements compared to the previous 
year. After completing their last season 
with no wins for either team, both teams 
have broken into the win column this 
year.  The coaches this year for track 
and field are Coach Randal Grimmett,  
Kara Penney, Mark Killinger, and Rob-
ert Murphy. 

Sophomore Hugo Da Silva, a first-
year track athlete commented on the 
season’s success so far. “The season has 
achieved its expectations and players 
have done very well pushing themselves 
and getting PRs [personal records],” 
said Da Silva. 

The seniors were recognized at the 
meet at Abington High School track be-
cause RHS doesn’t have a home track.

Baseball
RHS baseball is fighting through a 

hard season. With no seniors, they are 
led by Coach Mike Doyle and junior 
captains Shane Daly, Ian White, and 
Logan Rogers. The Dogs got their first 
win against Hull early in the season 
with a 13-4 win. Ian White went the 
distance and had 7 strike outs. Ian was 
also 4 for 4 at the plate.

Another highlight of the season 
was during April Vacation when the 
Dogs took a doubleheader from So. 
Shore Voc. The Bulldogs picked up 
two wins over the Vikings. Shane Daly 

allowed 1 run over 5 innings in the first 
game while Ian White (3 hits, 2 runs) 
and John Campbell (2 hits, run) starred 
at the plate. 

White pitched a complete game to 
get a win in Game 2 and added 2 runs 
and 2 RBI. Shawn Boostrom went 2 
for 4 with 2 runs. 

The Dogs picked up a 5-2 win at 
home against Hull on May 19. Mike 
Ayer gave up just 2 hits to pick up the 
win. Logan Murphy preserved the win 
picking up the final 4 outs. 

The team currently sits at a record 
of 4-10 on the season but being led by 
underclassmen, the future is looking 
bright for RHS baseball.

Girls’ and Boys’ Track

Track seniors were honored on May 13 at their meet in Abington:
(L-R) Ngan Nguyen, Madison Smith, Kameron Christ, Adam Pollard, Kelly 
Kearns and Kathleen Nee.                 photo courtesy track teams

Junior baseball captains are left to right Logan Rogers, Shane Daly, and Ian 
White.      Veritas photo

Girls’ Lacrosse
The girls’ lacrosse team has had a 

hard season as they lost nine seniors in 
2021. However, the team was still able 
to have a successful year. 

“I feel the season has gone well,” 
Coach Sue Gormley said. “I do wish we 
had won a few more games for the girls. 
We have lost a few of the games right at 
the end because we are exhausted.” 

She added, “I can honestly say these 
girls never give up.  They fight till the 
very end which I am very impressed 
with.”  

The team got their first win of the 
season on April 14 against So. Shore Vo 

Tech by a score of 10-7. Jess Esposito 
led the way with 5 goals.  On April 12 
the girls lost 7-6 to EB. Coach Gorm-
ley said, “The girls battled all game and 
came up just short.”

Looking forward to next year Coach 
Gormley said, “As a coach I feel we need 
to improve on communication, stick 
handling and ground balls.” 

Also, the team will lose nine seniors 
after this year.  “We are going to be a 
very young team next year with most of 
them being underclassmen.  I feel if they 
work on these skills in the off-season we 
should do well next year.”

Girls senior lacrosse (L-R): McKenzie Leavitt, Jessica Esposito, Ashley 
Eaton, Victoria Crowley, Grace Condon, Alexandra Selados, and Jordan Stec. 
Missing from the photo are seniors Riley Taylor and Captain Emma Burns.

- continued from page 7
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Sing 2 is a sequel to Il-
lumination’s 2016 animated 
jukebox musical film Sing. 

Without giving away too 
many spoilers, I’ll be giving 
my honest thoughts on the 
film in most of its aspects.

The comedy/humor: 
Most humor in Illumina-

tion films (at least in my opin-
ion) can oftentimes be hit or 
miss. Sing 2 however, does 
have great comedy and while 
some jokes do fall flat, most 
of them are actually quite 
funny. I will give the comedy 
a 7/10. 

The Story/plot: 
The story is actually pretty 

good and is a very great con-
tinuation from the first film. 
The side plots we get with 
other characters are very in-
triguing and really get us to 
understand the characters 
more and even sympathize 
and relate to them. I will give 
the story a 10/10. 

The characters: 
Of course some characters 

from the previous film appear 
alongside some new ones 
making a debut. Like how 
I’ve just stated earlier when 
talking about the story, The 
side plots with certain charac-
ters are very intriguing. Each 
character really gets their time 

to shine in the spotlight. I will 
give the characters a 10/10.

The songs: 
Of course being a jukebox 
musical, we can’t talk about 
the film without also talking 
about its song choices. Some 
of them are good and others 
were pretty “eh” to say the 
least. I will give the songs a 
6/10. 

Sing 1 vs Sing 2: 
Other than the songs, we 

also can’t talk about the film 
without comparing it to the 
first Sing movie. Sing 1 was 
a decent film. It wasn’t really 
that bad but wasn’t that spe-
cial either as it didn’t have 
as much to offer. It was just 
a regular fun family film for 
families who want to have a 
fun time. 

Sing 2, on the other hand, 
is very great and I would even 
say is better than the original. 
Sing 2 is the film that makes 
me have great hope for Il-
lumination’s future. The last 
film that Illumination made 
that ever came close to being 
this good was Despicable Me 
1 and since then they would 
proceed to make films that 
weren’t that great to say the 
least. Sing 2 however, is one 
of the best films that Illumina-
tion has made in recent years.

Every week I cook brownies in the Grille.  I 
aways start by putting on an apron, wash hands and 
put on gloves.  Then I start by getting my utensils 
too.  I measure and mix.  I go to the fridge and get 
water and eggs.  Then I get the brownie mix.  I mix 
it all together in the bowl and pour it onto a baking 
sheet and let them bake.  They come out good and 
hot.  We serve them at the Dog Depot or with the ice 
cream sundaes.

By Tristian Lawn

Cookies brownies 
in the Grille

“Henry Danger”
I like the TV show “Henry Danger.”  It has a 

theme song.  It is about a place called Swellview and 
he has a sidekick named Captain Man.  

Henry Hart’s name is Kid Danger.  Kid Danger 
has super powers.  He has sisters and brothers.  Ray 
Piper is always yelling and screaming.  Piper is nice 
and funny.  She is also very smart but still yells all 
the time.  

I like to watch the show on my iPad.  They save 
the world and fight the bad guys.  

By Cailin Sullivan

Sing 2 Review (spoiler free)
Jacob Leahy and Tristian the brownie maker!

High school is fun, 
especially gym class!

I am almost done with my first year of high school.  
I really like my freshman year at Rockland High 
School because it is fun.  My favorite class is gym.  

My favorite lunches that I have had has been piz-
za.  I started trying different lunches such as a cheese-
burger and the chicken patty, but the pizza is still my 
favorite.  

Some of the activities that we have done are Bull-
dog Buddies.  I really like working at the Bulldog 
Brew.  The hardest thing for me has been doing the 
dollar up worksheets.  

My least favorite class has been reading.  I love 
being in high school because we get to go outside for 
gym with my friends.  Something I learned this year 
was the different zones.  The zones help with staying 
in control.  There are four.  I love high school.

By Faith Henry

Running track is great!
I started track my freshman 

year. I started running then CO-
VID happened and I didn’t get to 
run until junior year. But I think 
this year is going to be the best 
year for track for me. My run-
ning time is 25 seconds for the 
one hundred. I also do the one 
hundred and 4 by 1 baton race 
where you run and pass the ba-
ton to the next person. 

We’re also getting new track 
uniforms and I want to get one 
place in the one hundred race. 
I started practice on the 21 of 
March but running meets don’t 
start until April.  

We have fun running with 
your friends and you have to 
push hard to run and don’t ever 
stop. 

I got new running shoes.  I 
am so excited about the track. 
I love to run even though some 
people are not interested in run-
ning, but I do and I made a lot of 

friends in track and people come 
watch you run in track. 

I don’t quit and I keep on 
running fast and have fun with 
my friends. Everyone comes see 
you run at track meets for sup-
port and they cheer you on. 

And there’s a big dinner for 
the track banquet and  you get 
awards for running and giving 
it what you got and the captains 
get ice cream for the team on the 
last day of practice. 

I am having the best experi-
ence running with my friends 
and it’s a passion you can share 
with other people who love it. 

I am so happy I chose to do 
track with my friends. It is the 
best experience to do something 
outside your comfort zone that 
you never  thought you would, 
do but you do  it. Now that’s the 
best decision I chose.

by Luci Pumphrey

I like Rockland Hockey because it is 
fun.  At the games they warm up.  My 
favorite part is when they win.  I like 
to go to games and see them give each 
other high-fives.  It is important to be 
respectful to the other team.  

During the game they have to clean 
off their skates.  I play hockey and also 
have to clean off my skates.  You have 
to be tough and sometimes it can get 
rough on the ice.  You have to watch the 
puck be able to skate really fast.

By Mary Kippenhan

Rockland 
Hockey

Overall Thoughts: 
In conclusion, Sing 2 is a great film espe-

cially in comparison to the first. When I first 
saw advertising for it, I shrugged it off as just 
another mediocre sequel made as a quick cash 
grab, but when I saw it I was pleasantly sur-
prised to see that wasn’t the case. 

I say that while there may be no such thing 
as a perfect film, there IS such a thing as a per-
fect sequel. I highly recommend watching it. 

Overall, I will give Sing 2 a 8/10. 

by Andrew Carmo

by Andrew Carmo

See page 2 for the 
Staff of the Path-

ways page!
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Being a mentor benefits all who participate 

Features

Darmani Santiago
Veritas Staff

I found out about the mentoring program from Dr. 
Harrison, RHS principal,  sending me an email talking 
about how next year we can become a mentor for the 
upcoming freshmen when we are going into our junior 
year. I know some of the kids so I feel like being a men-
tor is a good decision for me.

I am happy and glad to be able to become a mentor 
to the upcoming freshmen. I like to work with kids and 
I think this is good for me so the staff around the school 
will see better from a kid like me. 

I know a lot of the younger kids because I used to ref 
the town basketball. And that’s where all the kids from 
school will play against each other as friends. It was a 
vibe that I enjoy, and the kids made it better. 

I am very happy and have been talking to the staff 

about what I have signed up for. This will be my first 
time going to a club. I never really was into any school 
clubs but I’m really interested in mentoring. I’m glad I 
caught something that I will enjoy my time with, and 
will like the new experiences. 

I feel like this would give me a better experience 
with life and with my future to be able to work with 
kids since I already kind of know how to work with kids 
because I have siblings myself. But I will also get the 
chance to work with kids I never thought I would. 

I don’t really know the head count but I’m pretty sure 
there is going to be a good amount of kids to let 11th and 
12th graders be their mentors. I hope we are able to do 
activities with kids and be able to make the kids have 
their funnest time while being with us mentors. Our job 
is to make sure the kid leaves happy and hopefully tells 
their parents about us. 

 GSA’s goal: Awareness and a safe environment

London Johnson
Veritas Staff

On Thursday March 13, I interviewed a few people 
working in the guidance department. From my personal 
experience with guidance it seems like they’re very orga-
nized and they all know what they’re doing. 

When asked what it is like during the day, guidance 
counselor, Casey Morrison said it could be pretty wild at 
times depending on the time of year. She also said that at 
this time they were helping students with course selection 
so they had to keep running back and forth everywhere. 
So, I’d say it’s probably the chaotic part of the year. 

I’d assume working with the same people everyday 
would get annoying and cause arguments but Ms. Morri-
son said there really isn’t much drama. She said the guid-
ance counselors usually work as a team and always put 
the students first. 

The guidance counselors really didn’t have anything 
bad to say about the work area or their co-workers. For 
example, when I asked Ms. Morrison, what she feels is 
the worst “con” about work, she told me how she likes 
everything about work except for MCAS because that 
gives her less time to see the students.

The guidance area surprises me in many ways. In fact 
I didn’t even know that not everyone in the area is a guid-
ance counselor. 

Last week, I found out Freea Leahy is an adjustment 
counselor. She told me why she chose to be an adjust-
ment counselor. 

Mrs. Leahy said she likes to hear and learn from the 
teenager’s perspective. She listens and wants them to 
teach her about the teenage mind. Another reason she 
loves her job is because she likes to see the freshmen 
grow and become the successful students that they are on 
the road to be.

When it comes to working, there’s always some sort 
of paperwork or complicated hard work to get done. 
Surprisingly, Ms. Morrison told me how it’s not really a 
complicated job and everyone that works with or around 
her tries to help the students in the best way possible.

Just like Ms. Morrison, Mrs. Leahy doesn’t have any-
thing bad to say about the job. When I asked her about 
the “pros and cons” of being an adjustment counselor, 
she told me there are way more pros than cons, obvi-
ously, but the one thing she said she loved about her job 
as well as the other counselors was getting to work with 
students. 

As said before there really isn’t much to not like about 
working at RHS, except Mrs. Leahy said the the only part 
she doesn’t like about work is waking up at 5 AM.

The guidance department people all work hard to-
gether to help out students at RHS.

Guidance counselors are team players

Regan Glennon
Veritas Staff

Here at Rockland High we have a few after school clubs, 
one of which is the GSA. GSA usually stands for Gay-Straight 
Alliance but here at RHS it stands for Gender and Sexuality 
Awareness. The GSA uses this title instead of the common title 
becuse they feel having gender and sexuality in the title instead 
of just “gay” will make the club feel more welcoming to all. 

The presidents of the GSA are Sophie Levy and Mary 
McPartlin, both sophomores. Although RHS had a GSA a while 
ago it had disbanded and Sophie and Mary were two of the 
people who helped put it back together. 

When asked about what made her passionate about restart-
ing the GSA, McPartlin shared, “I wanted to restart the GSA 
because I saw firsthand the way LGBTQ+ kids were treated at 
school. I heard the homophobic ‘jokes,’ transphobic slurs, and 
watched pride posters be torn down constantly.” McPartlin said 
that she knew homophobia wasn’t going to go away on its own 
so she wanted to start GSA back up to help create a change. 

Levy explained her passion for the club. “I felt passionate in 
joining the GSA my freshman year. I knew that I wanted to be a 
part of making the RHS environment more comfortable, safer, 
and a place where everyone feels welcomed. Many people are 
unaware of what the LGBTQIA+ community is and how many 
obstacles are faced by the members in their everyday lives. I 
want to educate others, but also become more educated myself. 
This club provides all of that.” 

Both Levy and McPartlin have similar hopes and goals for 
the club. They both want to see the club build a safer feeling 
community inside the school. Levy elaborates, “With this club, 
I hope to accomplish a comfortable environment for all. No one 
in the community should have to fear judgement and hatred for 
being who they are. I want to be a part of making RHS a more 
unified and aware school. Members of the LGBTQIA+ com-
munity should feel safe and respected.” 

Similar to Levy, McPartlin says, “I think my 
biggest wish is for our LGBTQ+ students to be 
able to say that they felt safer, happier, or more 
accepted at RHS because of GSA’s work. That’s 
all we really want at the end of the day.”

GSA is always looking for new members to 

join. The only requirement is that you are part of 
the LGBTQ+ community or an ally to the com-
munity. 

GSA meets right after school on Tuesdays in 
Mr. Bigsby’s room (230) and is open to anyone 
interested in joining.

GSA set up a booth at the Arts Festival on May 4 and 5. From left are members, Sophie Levy, 
Xander Wehnau, Chelsea Amaral, Ava Hagan, and Mary McPartlin.      Yearbook photo

Darmani Santiago is looking forward to be-
coming a mentor next year.  Veritas photo

Guidance counselor Casey Morrison is part of 
the Guidance team at Rockland High School.
   Veritas staff photo
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Rockland High School’s athletic direc-

tor Gary Graziano officially retired on April 
14,  after working for 32 years at RHS. Mr. 
Graziano, who many call Graz, started work-
ing at RHS on March 1st, 1988. During his 
time here, he worked at a number of different 
positions before he became the athletic direc-
tor. For example, Graz was the RHS culinary 
teacher as he has a professional background 
in cooking.

Graz first became the RHS athletic director 
in 2004, so he was the athletic director for just 
over half of his time working at RHS.  Ac-
cording to Graz, the question of why he is re-
tiring now is something he has thought about 
and has been asked about by many. 

Mr. Graziano said, “I’m actually surprised 
that I’m being asked that so much. I’m almost 
60 years old and I started teaching here in 
1988, so I’ve decided to leave while I’m still 
healthy and want to leave while I think I’m 
still a good athletic director. I don’t want to 
lose my touch and want to leave on a good 
note.”

Graz grew up in Rockland and graduated 
from RHS just eight years before he was hired 
by the school. This shows the fact that he has 
almost always represented the Bulldogs. 

Undoubtedly, students and teachers are go-
ing to miss their athletic director after working 
and experiencing history with him over the 
years. Even students like underclassmen that 
haven’t been able to experience all aspects of 
high school and sports alongside Graz are sad 
that he is leaving. 

Sophomore and three sport athlete Jacob 
Comman explained, “Personally, I loved Graz 
being the athletic director through my first two 
years of high school. Overall, my experience 

with Graz has been awesome.”
Over Mr. Graziano’s 32 years of 

working at RHS, he has seen many 
students and staff come and go in the 
school. One of them is longtime RHS 
principal Steven Sangster, who was 
the RHS principal when Graz was 
first hired. “My favorite thing about 
working with Graz is sometimes try-
ing to keep him under control when 
he gets hyper or when he gets upset 
with his hair, but he’s always fun to 
be around,” explained Mr. Sangster.

Due to Graz being from Rockland, 
he has helped represent the Bulldogs 
throughout most of his life, as his kids 
have too. “Well, I have a lot of pride 
in my position and living, growing up 
here, and playing here. My kids grew 
up here and went through the school 

system. I have a lot of memories and 
pride with the kids and the coaches at 
Rockland,” said Graz.

Many former and current RHS 
students are going to miss Graz. 

“I’ll miss how involved Graz is, 
his closeness with the students, and 
his humor,” said Comman.

In correlation to Jacob’s state-
ment, Graz has expressed that he is 
going to miss the students, too. “I’ll 
miss the students and them achiev-
ing their athletic and academic goals 
and all the success we’ve had and the 
relationships I’ve had with coaches.”

During his time here, Graz has 
achieved many accomplishments and 
accolades such as being inducted in 
the Rockland High School Athletic 
Hall of Fame as a player, coach, and 

athletic director, and being an honorary 
member of the National Honor Society at 
RHS.

Mr. Graziano has made and watched 
history happen during his time at RHS. 
There is no doubt that he is a true Rock-
land Bulldog and is going to be missed, 

Here’s a letter from Graz to staff.
“To All RHS Staff,
As my 32 year career comes to a close 

this week, I would like to express my 
gratitude and thanks to all of you for sup-
porting me as a Guidance Counselor and 
Athletic Director. I have enjoyed every 
moment of my career working with all of 
you and will miss being a part of the RHS 
community. 

It has been an honor and privilege to 
work with so many dedicated and won-
derful teachers and coaches. I wish you 
all the best in your remaining years at 
Rockland High School . Go Dogs! 

Graz”

Mr. Graziano retires after a 32 year career at RHS

Mr. Cable-Murphy leaves as WRPS head

Cameron Babcock
Veritas Sports Editor

Rockland High School’s David Cable-
Murphy is retiring from working once 
this current school year concludes. Mr. 
Murphy has worked at RHS for nineteen 
years as both a teacher and in the town of 
Rockland’s technology department/station 
known as WRPS. At RHS, he has taught 
journalism, public speaking, and digital 
media production.  

Before Mr. Murphy started working 
at RHS, he worked at Emerson College 
in Boston where he taught, produced, and 
oversaw the school’s radio station. Mr. 
Murphy started at RHS in 2003. 

Mr. Murphy commented on his expe-
rience when he started teaching at RHS. 
“I had not set foot in a public high school 
until the day I started here in 2003. The 
last time I’d been in a public high school 

before that was June 1976.”
After working for this many years in 

education and technology, it isn’t easy for 
anyone to take a step back from working 
in an area they enjoyed for so long. Work-
ing for so long in a similar environment 
over his entire career, there are definitely 
going to be things he knows he is going 
to miss. 

Mr. Murphy noted what he will miss 
once he retires. “I was really impressed by 
how much the people in the building care. 
I’m going to miss the examples they set, 
the students, the people I work with, and 
the more concrete thing is technology as I 
started in high school.”

For RHS in the time he has spent here 
he has overseen the town’s radio and tele-
vision as well as taught these subjects to 
students. Some may wonder how WRPS 
will survive without Mr. Murphy.  He said, 

“We all like to think that we are ir-
replaceable, but as you get older 
you realize that you aren’t.” 

He continued,“I have had a 
good staff working for me and I 
have full faith they will do a great 
job. I’m sure WRPSwill do just 
fine without me.”

What will Mr. Murphy do with 
all his free time? “I’m 63 years old 
and I’ve had something to do ev-
ery day. I’m really eager to find out 
what it’s like to not have that. I’m 
not really concerned about it; I’m 
more curious about it.”

He did say that he will prob-
ably “go to the gym a little more, 
visit family, and just live  life as it 
comes.”

One of Mr. Murphy’s current 
students, Darmani Santiago had 
this to say about Mr. Murphy’s im-
pact on students.

“He will always keep it real 
with you and try to help you in any 
way possible. He knows this class 
can be stressful for some kids (like 
me) but knows how to talk to you 
and really not be as stressed any-
more and get some work done. I 
enjoyed being able to meet [him] 
and for [him] to teach me some 
new things in my first class with 
the camera on Valentine’s Day. I 
learned a lot.”

Darmani summed up every-
one’s feelings on Mr. Murphy’s  re-
tirement. “I hope you enjoy living 
the dream come true.”

Mr. Murphy is a true bulldog 
and will be missed at the high 
school. 

From all of your Journalism 
students: Good luck in your retire-
ment! 

WRPS staff includes from left: Seth Rosczewski, Chris Burnieika, Dave Cable-
Murphy and Lisa Breedon.    Veritas photo  

From left to right: Jordan Jaime, Cindy Graziano, Gary Graziano, and 
David Graziano at the Athletic Hall of Fame Induction in November.

Goodbye to 
RHS

Cameron Babcock
Veritas Staff

There are a few more teachers and 
staff who will be leaving RHS at the 
end of the school year.

In the Math Department Kathy 
Hoffman will be retiring in June.  
She has taught at RHS for the last 22 
years.  She will be missed. She had a 
great impact working with her math 
students and also with the Bulldog 
Buddies.

Melissa Shaughnessy, a Spanish 
teacher and head of the World Lan-
guages Department, will be moving 
out of state after eight years at RHS.  
She told us about her favorite part of 
working at RHS.  

“I think for me, it was the sense 
of community. Bulldogs, the staff 
and the students, are fiercely loyal. I 
missed that sense of belonging as a 
student, and working at RHS wound 
up being one of the most rewarding 
and fulfilling opportunities I’ve had 
in my career. I have learned so much 
from my students, my peers, and my 
leadership and I hope to carry those 
lessons on loyalty and community 
with me for the rest of my time in 
education!”

Two more devoted staff are retir-
ing this year. Ed Loughlin, the head 
custodian for Rockland High School, 
is retiring after 13 years. Sara Hologi-
tis is the data manager in the general 
office of  RHS and has worked for the 
school for 24 years. 

 Mal Lannin-Cotton will be leav-
ing after teaching Journalism and be-
ing the Veritas adviser for 10 years.

All of these staff members have 
given time and effort to the students 
at RHS and have made this a better 
place.  We wish them good luck!

Kathy Hoffman

Melissa 
Shaughnessy
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Year in Review: Almost back to normal
Features

Shannon Gustin
Veritas Feature Editor

As the end of the 2021-2022 school year approaches quickly, it’s time to 
think back on the year we’ve had so far.

The school year started on August 30 and a mask mandate was in place even 
though there were some protests by parents. 

Fall sports started this week too. Many teams had their games with masks 
if they were inside sports. Even though they had to wear masks, students still 
felt a little more normal. “I think the students benefited coming back to school, 
without having to clean the desks, and having all the restrictions from the previ-
ous year,” said Dr. Harrison, principal at RHS.”  He continued, “The students 
are now happier and they are more comfortable.”

In September, the Student Government Council participated in the Breast 
Cancer Walk in Boston to raise money for breast cancer. In school, the student 
council raised money for breast cancer research by selling t-shirts. Many stu-
dents from high school and middle school attended the walk to raise awareness 
for breast cancer. 

In October, the school hosted the Homecoming football game, pep rally, and 
Homecoming dance. The Homecoming game was between Norwell and Rock-
land. The Bulldogs ended up winning the game 28-7. 

At halftime of the game Cailin Sullivan was crowned as Ms. Rockland for 
the year 2022.  

Also for Homecoming, the student council hosted a pep rally in the stadium.  
This was the first pep rally since before COVID. Many fun events such as tug 
of war, musical chairs, and teacher dares were held.

The Homecoming Dance on Saturday, Oct. 2 was held outside in the court-
yard. This year’s Homecoming king was Kameron Christ and the queen was 
Lindsay Tsiantoulas.

In November our school held the annual powder puff football game. Over 
62 students participated in the event, the juniors with about 29 players and the 
seniors with 35. They had a close game, but the juniors ended up pulling ahead 
with the final score of 38-8. 

In November the boys’ soccer team made it to the semifinals in the D3 Soc-
cer tournament while the volleyball team made it to the Elite 8.  The cheerlead-
ers won another State Championship in their fall tournament!

Also in November, senior Schyler Hitchcock was named Mr. Rockland. 
December began with the Drama Club’s performance of Puffs, a parody of 

Harry Potter.
Also in December was the Dog’s football team making it into the finals for 

the MIAA Division 6 Super Bowl. At Gillette Stadium, the team played Abing-
ton with a final score of 23-7. This was the first Rockland Super Bowl win in 
21 years. The last title our school had taken home was in 2000. This was a great 
achievement for the team and all of the coaches who helped bring home this 
victory to Rockland. 

In January a small COVID surge hit the athletic teams right after winter 

break; a few winter teams had to sit out for two or three games.
In January, the school took midterms. Overall, Dr. Harrison was very proud of 

how the school did. Midterms hadn’t been taken since before COVID. 
Dr. Harrison said, “I think it was one of the best decisions we made this year; it 

gave us some level of accountability on where the students should be in grade level.”
In February, students were able to take off their masks as Gov. Baker lifted the 

mask mandate that had been in place for almost two years. Everyone was hopeful 
that things might be finally back to normal. Some students and staff continued to 
wear their masks inside the building and test kits were provided for staff and stu-
dents.

In February, the student council hosted the SEMASC conference. Our school 
had not hosted this event since 2015.  Our own Carolayne Lage was the SEMASC 
president and with the help of the council planned an amazing event. Schools from 
all over the SEMASC district came and participated in this event. Over 25 schools 
attended this conference with over 250 students participating in the events.

On March 19, athletes and 9 SGC members attended the Special Olympics Bocce 
Tournament at Pembroke High School.

In  March, the girl’s basketball team went into the finals of the MIAA Division 3 
State Tournament. With huge fan support at the Tsongas Center in Lowell, the girls 
gave it their all but unfortunately, lost to Saint Mary’s in a two point game. Also 
in March, the Drama Club held its first musical in three years.  Shrek the Musical 
brought together both high school and middle school students and was a big success. 

On April 7, the Music Department hosted Broadway Night and on April 15 the 
English Department hosted the Spellman Oratorical Contest.  Senior Ava LaBollita 
received the grand prize of $1200 and the other seniors who won prizes were Olivia 
Jones, Kathleen Nee, Dan O’Brien, Christa Pollard,  Callie Gillan, Madison Smith 
and Leah Leonard.

During April Vacation nine students in the Travel Club explored Greece and the 
island of Crete.  Ms. DiCanzio and Ms. Walsh were the chaperones on this enjoyble 
trip.

At the beginning of May the Art Department hosted the Arts Festival and it too 
was successful (see story page 6).  On May 18 the National Honor Society had its 
annual induction.

Also, this May juniors and seniors had their prom at Venezia in Boston.  “Last 
year’s prom was outside in the parking lot so it is good this year to have it in a build-
ing,” a senior explained. 

Finally, the last month of school is almost here. Underclassmen are thrilled to 
be passing  another year of high school and going into the summer break, while the 
seniors will graduate on June 3 and go off to college, the military or another profes-
sion.  

Students on the Travel Club’s trip to Greece: Back row (L-R):  Kathleen Nee, 
Gabriella Gambon, Toni Hawe, Marykate Leoncavallo, Jillian Mitchell.  Front row 
(L-R): Kiara Miguel, Brynn Dempsey, Madison Smith and Madison Freeman.  
     photo from Ms. Walsh/Travel Club

Bocce participants: Back row : (L-R) Carolayne Lage, Anthony DiNino, 
Justin Pendleton, Josh Campoverde, Callie Gillan, Jacob Lusting, Maria 
Pala.  Front (L -R) Dillon Doyle, Avery Burke, Faith Henry, Ava Hagan, 
Chelsea Amaral, Brianna Conley, Hope Sylvester, Mary McPartlin.

The junior class at the fall pep rally doing their roller coaster.  photo by 
Shannon Gustin

The senior powder puff players and coaches in November.   Veritas file photo
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