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As we passed the one year 

anniversary of the coronavirus 
lockdown and quarantine, many 
individuals of all ages have 
struggled greatly with their men-
tal health. The elongated periods 
of isolation have left many feel-
ing lonely, depressed, annoyed, 
and even anxious. 

All over the country and at 
RHS teens have had numerous 
sports events lost, along with 
sentimental events such as prom, 
awards ceremonies and rallies.

According to the CDC, over 
81,000 drug overdose deaths oc-
cured in the United States in the 
twelve months ending in May 
2020, which was the highest 
number of overdose deaths ever 
recorded in a twelve month pe-
riod. 

Thoughts of suicide in teens 
and adults have increased, as 
well as addiction. The CDC 
states about twice as many re-
sponders to a mental health sur-
vey reported serious consider-
ation of suicide in the previous 

thirty days than did adults and 
teens in the year 2018. 

Although it sometimes feels 
as if the Rockland High com-
munity feels divided due to co-
hort arrangements and the lack 
of gatherings such as sporting 
events, it is important to remem-
ber nobody is alone, and there is 
always someone to talk to during 
these hard times. 

Suicide Prevention Hotline: 
1-800-237-8255

For Crisis Support: Text  
HOME to 741741

When it comes to mental 
wellness in the RHS community, 
there are numerous resources 
and individuals to reach out to if 
help or guidance is needed. 

Freea Leahy, the RHS School 
Adjustment Counselor, under-
stands this is an extremely hard 
time for students trying to bal-
ance mental wellness along with 
academics, extracurriculars, and 
social life. 

Ms. Leahy advises, “Be kind 
to yourself and remember that 

RHS to return to full time, in-person classes
Jonah Pishkin
Veritas Staff

The subject of going back to full in-
person classes during the pandemic started 
last year, and has been debated  among the 
staff and students at RHS. 

However, it seems to be official that 
students will return full time to school on 
April 26. While some people may not be 
fully on board with the idea, the plan was 
approved by the Rockland School Com-
mittee on March 7.

Dr. Alan Cron, Superintendent of Rock-
land Public Schools has played a major role 
in bringing the return to fruition. However, 
it was not fully up to him to make the deci-
sion. While he was instrumental in getting 
it done, this decision was more up to the 
Massachusetts Department of Education. 

“It was not my decision to return to 
school full time. The Massachusetts De-
partment of Education mandated that ele-
mentary schools (grades K-5) return to full, 
in-person instruction by April 5th and that 
middle schools return by early May.” 

This is related to how the high school 
will return by late April to early May.

Dr. Cron made sure to mention that while 
teachers and staff were consulted about the 
plan,  so were other outside sources. 

“I’ve had numerous conversations with 
teachers, administrators, and families 
about the rest of the school year.”

He added, “In order to gather as much 
important information as possible, our re-
opening steering committee was a diverse 
group with members representing admin-
istrators, support staff, teachers, public 
health officials, and town hall leadership.”

To gather their input, Dr. Cron also sent 
out surveys to see what these people would 
be most comfortable with. “We also sur-
veyed families, and faculty and staff for 
their input.”

Discussions about the return to in-per-

son full time learning are not new, and have 
been discussed for a while. However, it has 
been acknowledged that there has been 
more urgency now about how students will 
be brought back.

Dr. Cron explained, “Although we’d 
been working on a reopening plan for 
months, two weeks ago the Governor and 
MA Commissioner of Education, during a 
press conference, gave us the heads up that 
these requirements were coming. So we 
have prepared accordingly.”

Dr. Cron also commented on the way 
things are going with the virus. “Case num-
bers are down across the state, in Rock-
land, and in the RPS. The fact that more 
and more people are now getting vaccinat-
ed, is also contributing to the timeline for a 
full return to school.”

He also explained how returning to in-
person learning may help students who 
have missed the interaction with teachers 
and their peers that they don’t have in the 
hybrid classroom. 

“There is increasing data to suggest that 
children’s social-emotional well-being is 

suffering greatly as a result of school at-
tendance being limited due to social dis-
tancing guidelines and school operating at 
reduced capacity. This is a major concern.”

The vaccine has been a point of conten-
tion for not only Massachusetts, but the en-
tire country. Some have even wondered if 
it will be mandatory for a student or teach-
er to be vaccinated before they return. 

To this, Dr. Cron said, “That remains to 
be seen. My guess is no. I doubt the state 
will go as far as trying to enforce a vac-
cine mandate. Similar to the flu vaccine, 
the state has traditionally had trouble man-
dating that students be vaccinated. We can 
strongly encourage it, but overall, forcing 
people to get a vaccine is unlikely.”

As mentioned earlier, many still seem 
concerned about returning, especially con-
sidering the pandemic is not yet over and it 
is not certain when it will be. 

Dr. Cron said that he has heard these 
concerns, but he believes most people 
seem to be on board with the idea. 

“Overall, parents and the community 
seem eager to get back to school full time. 

One of the survey questions sent 
to RHS students shows that 46.6 
% believe they would benefit by 
returning to full in-person learn-
ing.    

Chart by Dr. Harrison

things won’t always be like this.’’ 
If it seems impossible to keep in 

touch with friends and family during 
the times of isolation, Ms. Leahy sug-
gests doing activities such as playing 
with a pet, calling a relative, creating 
a Zoom or Google Meet with friends, 
or going outside, stretching, and get-
ting some fresh air. 

She also says that it is important 
to stay occupied while inside. It is a 
great opportunity to start a new hob-
by, such as yoga, crafts, DIY proj-
ects, or cooking. 

In order to stay on top of school 
assignments virtually, and in-person, 
Ms. Leahy recommends starting the 
day off with a shower and  breakfast, 
and getting dressed for the day dur-
ing remote learning days. In order 
to stay engaged with homework and 
schoolwork, she advocates doing 
your work in a bright area, and not 
sitting in dark rooms and/or on a bed. 

Lastly, Ms. Leahy says it is im-
portant to stay organized and find a 
system that works for you in terms 
of keeping track of assignments and 
tasks that need to be done. 

Due to the hybrid learning sched-
ule and the division of the schools 

Feelings of anxiety and depression are common during times 
of stress as in this past year of COVID.             Istock photo

 Mental health has been a concern during pandemic

  Do you feel you would benefit academically if RHS returned to full   
  in-person learning where you attended school every day in late April?

204 responses

through the creation of cohorts, 
many students have been sad-
dened by the “new normal.” 

With the original quarantine 
from back in March of 2020 
ended, and the state and coun-
try beginning to open up, school 
should become more prominent 
in the lives of students as full 
time school is expected to occur 
after April Vacation.  

However, this creates prob-
lems too as some may feel even 
more anxious about social inter-
actions.

In order to maintain a happy 

and healthy mental health sta-
tus during these new times, Ms. 
Leahy says that eating healthy, 
staying hydrated, having a con-
sistent sleep schedule, and get-
ting outside for fresh air and 
staying active is very important. 

Ms. Leahy wants everyone to 
remember that the RHS commu-
nity and its resources are avail-
able to everyone, and help will 
always be available. 

It is important to remember 
times will not always be like 
this, and we will get through it 
together. 

I have received a few emails from con-
cerned families who may elect not to send 
their children, but for the most part, feed-
back has been overwhelmingly positive. I 
think people are confident that the safety 
protocols and procedures we have in place 
will keep their children safe on the buses 
and in school.”

In an email to the Rockland community 
he stated, “We need to ensure that we are 
able to maintain at least three feet of physi-
cal distance in classrooms and six feet of 
distance at lunch. Passing time, restrooms, 
and other logistics are being worked out 
at each school.  Mask wearing and hand-
washing will continue to be enforced.”

 Most students welcome the change, but 
for reasons you  might not anticipate.

The most common reaction is simi-
lar to that of senior  Arthur Norton, who 
confesses, “In-person school is way better 
than on-line school. I feel like students get 
more out of in-person school than on-line 
school.” 

A number of students have the same 
opinion.  They enjoy the reduced work 
load [of on-line learning] but feel like in-
person “would be helpful because more 
students would concentrate.” 

Students also seem to be in agreement 
with senior Joey Nguyen about the bahav-
ior of their peers when he says he  “feel[s] 
great about it. I think our student body can 
follow the rules really well.” 

 In fact, almost everyone interviewed 
feels students can be trusted to take this 
next step toward normal operations.  They 
also have high regard for the staff as Nguy-
en explained, “I feel like the school does a 
good job keeping us safe.”

While some students welcome the 
change for academic reasons, nearly all 
reflect the feelings of sophomore Victor 
Kinyua who is looking forward to seeing 
all his friends on a daily basis.
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Dr. Harrison took time out of his 
busy day to answer the Veritas staff’s 
questions about going back to full-time 
operations next month.  
What is your opinion about the re-
opening? 

My professional opinion is that I 
am excited to see all students return for 
in-person learning. Most students learn 
better in person than remotely so I am 
looking forward to having the opportu-
nity for us to provide a full in-person 
learning experience for our students. I 
am very confident in our safety proce-

Dr. Harrison’s thoughts on reopening full time

Marissa Raymond
Veritas Staff

During a real snow day students usu-
ally stay home and have a day off from 
school and don’t worry about school un-
til they go back the next day. 

If a snow day occurs when students 
are remote, students would still attend 
school virtually and wouldn’t have a 
chance to enjoy the day off.

Opinions are divided about whether  
schools should have a remote day when 

there’s a snow day. 
RHS biology teacher Ms. DiCanzio 

said, “I go back and forth with my an-
swer to this question. In general, I like 
the idea of true snow days where stu-
dents and teachers can enjoy a day off, 
without work or homework. This year it 
would be nice to have a little bit of the 
normalcy that we used to have before 
the pandemic.”

But she also said, “I do understand 
the benefit of having a remote day in or-
der to reduce our extra days in the sum-
mer. So it would be nice to have a break 
from computers for a real snow day, 
especially if a storm could cause power 
outages.” 

Freshman Victoria Higgins said she 
is against remote snow days “because 
snow days are days that we should get 
to play in the snow and just have fun and 
not worry about school work.” 

As far as missing school life or school 
work by having a whole day away from 
school, Ms. DiCanzio said, “I wouldn’t 
feel like I was missing much by having 
snow days because we could just pick 
up where we left off the next day.”

“I’d miss my friends in school,” 
freshman Brianna Persichini said

Victoria said, “I would miss volley-
ball.” 

So what do people do when there is 
a snow day? 

Ms. DiCanzio said, “My snow days 
consist of sleeping in, making pancakes 
for breakfast, relaxing and watching TV, 
and eventually shoveling out my car and 
driveway.”

Brianna and Victoria both do similar 
things on a snow day. “I chill and watch 
Netflix,” said Brianna.

Victoria said, “I hang out with my 
friends and play in the snow with my 
dogs.”

The big question though is if it 
would be better for schools to go remote 
on snow days, so that they can get out 
early for the summer. 

“I think a couple of real snow days 
would be nice, but if there was a winter 
with a lot of snow, it would be beneficial 
to do remote snow days so that we could 
get out of school a little earlier in June,” 
Ms. DiCanzio said.

Brianna agreed. “Yes, I’d like an 
early summer.” 

Victoria said that it would be nice to 
get out earlier in June; however, she of-
fered this negative view. “I feel like we 
get so much busy work on snow days 
that we should just have regular school 
at that point.”

Most students and even teachers see 
a need for one or two real snow days but 
also welcome the idea of remote days to 
keep the school days in June as few as 
possible.

 Should remote snow days continue to be used? 

 Students’ views on rollout of the COVID vaccine
Ryan Spano
Veritas Staff

The COVID-19 vaccine has been 
highly anticipated especially for older 
generations. 

But, what is a high schooler’s opin-
ion on the shot? Are most people eager 
to get the shot. 

I asked a few Rockland High School 
students what their opinions on the shot 
were. 

Three RHS students who were inter-
viewed all said that they would get the 
shot, but they thought the response time 

has been slow. 
Adam Pollard,  a junior at RHS, 

when asked his thoughts on the govern-
ment’s slow release of the vaccine said, 
“I think they are being lazy and don’t 
want to give it out yet because they are 
not prepared yet.” 

 The three interviewees also agree 
that a shot should be mandatory for stu-
dents and teachers. 

That feeling is probably not shared 
by everyone. As Dr. Cron said in an-
other interview teachers will not be re-
quired to get a vaccine.

Teachers of all ages became eligible 
to receive the vaccine on March 11 in 
Massachusetts. CVS had been giving 
teachers the vaccine since March 1. 
Since the State has said schools must go 
back to some form of in-person learning 
in April this is very important.

William Maynard-Pimentel, a junior 
at RHS, when asked what the govern-
ment could do in order to more ef-
fectively release the shot to the wider 
public said, “Give it to schools” as he 
believes that is where most of the inter-
action is happening in smaller towns. 

What is the take away of this? 
Students want to be vaccinated and 

have lost a lot of faith in the government 
over the poor response time. 

As for students getting the vaccines, 
Dr. Fauci, chief medical adviser to Pres-
ident Biden and part of his COVID-19 
response team, says that vaccinations of  
high school students will most likely be 
available in the fall as they are still in 
the process of authorizing the vaccine 
for ages 12-17. 

But older high school students over 
the age of 17 could be eligible by July.

dures within our community. I feel very 
safe with the 6-foot guidelines along 
with the other mitigating strategies such 
as mask-wearing, sanitizing, and social 
distancing. Our on-site testing program 
has been very successful. The biggest 
change with the shift from hybrid to 
full in-person learning is that there will 
be 3 feet of social distancing in class-
rooms which will feel very different for 
students and staff.  

 My concern continues to be, not 
the procedures in school, but how our 
students follow procedures before and 
after school. We must remain vigilant 
together with mask-wearing and so-
cial distancing outside our school day. 
Students who follow our protocols in 
school and outside the school will re-
main safe. 

How was the reopening plan devel-
oped?

Dr. Cron, Superintendent of  Rock-
land Public Schools, reconvened a 
subcommittee that started meeting last 
summer. This group consists of a vari-
ety of stakeholders across the district 
including parents, faculty, administra-
tors, and community representatives. 
Once this group determined that we 
would recommend we reopen fully, 

along with the state pressure to reopen 
fully from Commissioner Riley, I began 
to work with the high school communi-
ty to start to develop our plans to reopen 
on Monday, April 26th. 

I met with department heads on 
Monday, March 1st. Then I met with 
the faculty on Thursday, March 4th. 
I [submittted] a  draft plan to the Site 
Council which consists of students, 
faculty, and parents on Tuesday, March 
16 . I [met] with Student Government 
to gather their feedback on Thursday, 
March 18th. 

There’s no secret in the plan we are 
developing as I am open to all feedback 
as we develop the plan. 

Students should not see a change 
in their academic schedule; students 
should have the same teachers in the 
same room assignments with very few 
exceptions. -The bell schedule is look-
ing to be A through F, the same each day, 
without a homeroom period. Lunch will 
be served through the D Block period 
in the Gym or Cafeteria. We also hope 
to have outdoor seating under two tents. 

Was there student input?
Students were surveyed on Thursday, 
March 5th. Survey data was analyzed.
Since the schedule will change, will 

students be offered a time in their 
day to use as our “study”?

Students will not have a study once 
we go back full-time in our current 
plan. The homeroom/study period will 
be eliminated. Students will have lunch 
during “D Block.”

Will one way signs still be in use, 
or since there are so many students 
would you ever consider making 
them all two way directions?
We are still looking into this right 
now. We are seeking advice from other 
schools that have already returned with 
3 feet who have a similar population 
size. I think there will be some change 
in how we handle passing time, we are 
just not sure how that will look.

Does being full in-person revive 
some hope for school events to occur 
(prom, homecoming, maybe even pep 
rally, etc.)? 
We are planning on Mr. Rockland in 
April and a Senior Prom in May.  Clubs 
and organizations are encouraged to 
start planning events outside the school 
day. All events need to be approved by 
the Board of Health so student lead-
ers need to work with advisors to plan 
thoughtfully.

Principal John Harrison shared the 
reopening plan for the high school.
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Jonah Pishkin
Veritas Staff

Rockland High School’s pep rallies 
are generally fun yearly traditions for 
both students and teachers. 

However, the past year has been a 
wild ride for both parties. Because of 
the ongoing pandemic, it was decided to 
have the rally become a virtual event for 
everybody who wished to attend. 

Prior to the day of the rally students 
were asked what they thought about 
having a virtual rally.

Student Billy Robinson thought that 
it would be a great opportunity, consid-
ering the tremendous amount of stress 
taken out of a school day. “I think pep 
rallies are good because they are fun, 
and a good break from the stress of 
school, bringing the classes together.” 

In the wake of the event going virtu-
al, senior Lauren Draicchio responded,  
“I know some people may not be as ex-
cited about the idea of having a virtual 
pep rally. However, I believe to even be 
able to have the opportunity to come to-
gether in the slightest way is amazing. 
It’s something to look forward to, and to 
me that’s exciting.”

All agreed that making the event vir-
tual was justified, in order to keep stu-
dents and others safe. 

Student Alexis DeFranc put it simply 
as to why making the event virtual was 
the best idea for the event. 

“It will keep everyone safe and make 
sure nobody gets sick or be in close con-
tact with those who may have the virus.”

DeFranc admitted the idea of it go-
ing virtual also brought on a different 
emotion. 

“I would say that I was kind of de-
pressed finding out it was gonna be 
digital this year. I was really looking 
forward to it, and was hoping to have 
one before graduation.”

The rally took place on Friday, Feb-
ruary 12, and was met with good recep-
tion. The event gave the opportunity for 
classes to wear their class t-shirts. 

First, was the recognition of Miss 
Rockland. Along with that recognition, 
the sports teams were honored. 

Then there were plenty of events/
games that were played by the teachers 
in attendance. The school played  Back-
pack Quest  and class representatives 
played  Two Truths and a Lie . There 
were also some fun trivia questions. (see 
below).

When asked for comment, Lau-
ren Draicchio said, “Personally, I feel 
like the pep rally was received well. I 
know some classes or people didn’t par-
ticipate, but when people did they were 
surprised to find it wasn’t too bad; defi-
nitely having the candy bags as a prize 
helped. Not having a typical pep rally 
obviously people aren’t going to be ex-
cited about a virtual one because it’s not 
what they want. But in the end I think it 
was a good turn out and a great way to 
show we’re trying.” 

Ms. Kara Penney, said, “Ava Labo-
lita who planned the pep rally with her 
spirit committee was very creative and 

Trivia questions and answers: Did you get them right?

2021 yearbook is nearing the finish line
Features

Emily Gaboriault
Veritas Co-Editor-in-Chief 

For the Class of 2021, certain things are crucial 
for their final year at RHS. The senior yearbook is 
one of them. 

Since the start of the school year back in Sep-
tember, several seniors have been working hard on 
the construction of said yearbook all being led by 
teacher advisor and art teacher, Kata Medeiros. 

This year’s yearbook is formatted almost the ex-
act same as previous years, with the exception of 
certain events that were canceled due to COVID-19 
such as pep rally and homecoming. Some add-ins 
that are included to this one-of-a-kind yearbook are 
current events pages and COVID-19 pages.

Ms. Medeiros says her favorite part of doing the 
yearbook is getting to know certain seniors that have 
not taken art. She thinks the yearbook committee, 
consisting of Devin Cavicchi, Emily Gaboriault, 
Kendra Peretzman, and McKenzie Tsiantoulas, are a 
great group of seniors and have done an exceptional 
job working with what they can use to fill up those 
pages this year. “You guys are awesome!” 

One of the biggest challenges the yearbook com-
mittee faced this year though was coordinating pho-

Virtual rally creates fun and hope for a real one

tographers for certain events such as sports, games 
and Miss Rockland. 

Committee member and senior, Devin Cavicchi 
says that her favorite part of working on the com-
mittee was getting to show her creativity and get-
ting to know other seniors better. 

She believes the final product does justice to the 
senior class’ last year at RHS. “It shows how strong 
we are as a class and how we are able to get through 
these tough times and still be positive.” 

Devin’s biggest challenge was balancing the 
yearbook work with her own school work, but she 
has powered through and kept her academics up. 
She wishes the yearbook included things such as 
their senior pep rally or final homecoming that was 
unfortunately canceled due to COVID, but she says 
she likes the new pages incorporated in their place.

Yearbooks can be purchased from the link pro-
vided in the seniors’ emails sent from Ms. Me-
deiros. Deadline to order yearbooks was 3/20/21. 
The price of yearbooks is now $70 each. Yearbooks 
are not guaranteed for students who did not order 
by March 20. Any student who did not order a year-
book by this date will only be able to purchase a 
yearbook if there are books left over. 

In case you missed the 
virtual rally, the following 
questions about RHS teach-
ers were asked in the trivia 
part of the rally.

1. Which RHS alumni teach-
er wrestled because he was 
cut from the boys’ freshman 
basketball team in 1991?

2. This female RHS alumni 
teacher was captain of a 
sports team in 1988 that 
Rockland no longer offers. 
Who is she and which team 
was she the captain of?

3. Which RHS alumni teach-
er taught three other RHS 
alumni teachers in the years 
1989/1990 who were in 7th 
grade at the time?

4. The stadium added two 
light poles in the spring of 
2004 allowing baseball to 
host night games for the 
first time. This RHS alumni 
teacher hit the first home 
run in the stadium under the 
lights, who is it?

Questions composed by Ms. 
Kara Penney

The 2021 Yearbook cover designed by Rebecca Killion.

flexible to get this to work. They put in 
a lot of hard work and I think it showed. 
I heard great comments that everyone 
enjoyed the pep rally. RHS really made 
the most of it.”

We don’t know how the rest of the 
year will play out, and so the question 
of whether another rally will be held 
has caught interest. 

This comes with the news that cases 
of the virus are going down. 

All of the seniors interviewed said 
they’d love to have one last one before 
graduation, but it would depend on how 
the rest of the year goes. 

Robinson noted, “I hope we could 
pull that off, but I’m not going to hold 

my breath on it being possible for it to 
happen.” 

Draicchio said, “I personally hope 
that when things calm down and restric-
tions are lifted that we will have one 
last pep rally, for it is something that all 
members of RHS look forward to, and 
it’s a very big part of the year. If guide-
lines allow us to do something like this 
before the end of the year, I can’t see us 
not planning an event for everyone to 
boost morale.” 

DeFranc said, “I’m hoping a pep 
rally will be in-person one last time. I 
would love to have one last one with 
my friends as a last hoorah before grad-
uation.”

Left to Right Top: David Cable-Murphy, Lauren Draicchio, Avery Burke. 
Middle: Sydney Blaney, Ms. Penney, Carolayne Lage. Bottom: Dr. John Har-
rison, Mrs. Adams, Olivia Jones

Trivia Answers:
1. Mr. Liquori
2. Mrs. Phelps, Health 
teacher, gymnastics

3. Mr. Damon taught Mr. 
Casagrande, Mr. Liquori, and 
Mr. Rowe in the 7th grade
4. Mr. Doyle 

Mr. Damon (left) and Mr. Casagrande.   Veritas photo

Mr. Liquori
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I want to write my 
article about yogurt. 
My favorite type of 
yogurt is Yoplait. My 
favorite flavor is va-
nilla. 

Every day I have 
three yogurts. I can eat 
a whole yogurt in three 
bites.

By Tristian Lawn

Super Bowl LV was hosted in Tampa, Florida this 
year where the Buccaneers play. The stadium in Tam-
pa is the Raymond James Stadium. 

Super Bowl 55 was actually on live on CBS in-
stead of NBC. The Super Bowl was also hosted in 
Tampa for the fifth time in NFL history. 

My guess for the number of Super Bowl titles of 
the year should be three. The halftime show will be 
the weekend. 

Super Bowl 56 will be hosted in Inglewood, Cali-
fornia next year in 2022. Super Bowls are hosted ev-
ery year in February. 

When the Super Bowl gets the winner, the right 
team adds a Super Bowl title during the beginning of 
the NFL season. Last year the Chiefs stunned the first 
5 time champion team, the San Francisco 49ers. 

This year the Tampa Bay Buccaneers are the first 
team in history to play in its home stadium during the 

Last years’s World Series 
Champion was the Los Angeles 
Dodgers. 

The Los Angeles Dodgers won 
their 7th title in their history but 
they first won back in 1955 as the 
Brooklyn Dodgers. It still works 
because the Dodgers stayed the 
same team from Brooklyn to Los 
Angeles. 

This year the MLB season 
was 60 games due to the big, big, 
big, giant, giant, giant, long, long, 
long illness with positive Co-
vid-19. 

They have been to the World 
Series 3 times in the past 4 years. 
The titles of the World Series 
for the Dodgers are 1955, 1959, 
1963, 1965, 1981, 1988, and the 
latest 2020. The Dodgers cel-
ebrated their first title in 32 years.

The Dodgers won the World 
Series 4-2. The Dodgers stunned 
the Tampa Bay Rays. The World 
Series MVP was Corey Seager.

Rockland High School had a Halloween costume contest for teachers.  The 
teachers dressed up in costumes.  

I was one of the judges.  We walked through the hallways to see all of the 
teachers.  

The teachers dressed up as Buzz, a butterfly, a scary ghost, Kermit the Frog, 
and a pumpkin head.  My favorite costume was Buzz.  Mr. Harrison was a cute 
bunny.

It was fun because we got candy.  
The winner of the contest was Mrs. Adrienne Donovan.  She dressed up as a 

skeleton.  I also liked when we danced.  Some teachers gave us candy.  Teachers 
were spooky and scary.  I had fun in the hallway with Buzz.  

By Dillon Doyle

I want to write an article 
about my gift card job. Gift 
cards are my favorite voca-
tional job because it is easy. 
Doing my job makes me feel 
excited. 

I organize gift cards ev-
eryday. My favorite gift card 
to organize is Starbucks. 

By Tristian Lawn

I am glad that the Dodgers are cham-
pions. The Dodgers colors are blue, red 
and white. Also, the Los Angeles Dodg-
ers are 2020 Champions as well as the 
NBA team of the Lakers that won their 
17th title. It’s exactly their first time 
since 1988. 

By Anthony DiNino

 Tampa Bay Buccaneers win Super Bowl LV

Dodgers win World Series

 Student judges the Halloween Costume Contest

Yoplait yogurt and Starbucks 
Gift Cards are his favorites

  Luci’s Pizza Bar is all in the family at Webster Timber Lanes
The restaurant is Luci’s Pizza Bar and it is 

named after me.  The bowling alley is named 
Webster Timber Lanes.  The pizza is great and 
the food is amazing.  The chef is French and 
his name is Cedrick.  

Bowling is fun and we make it safe to bowl 
there.  You wear a mask when you are bowl-
ing and when you are at your table you are 
allowed to take your mask off and eat and 
drink.  We clean the lanes and the bowling 
balls before you bowl.  

I work on Saturdays, but in the summer I 
work on Fridays or when I can.  We work hard 

and earn money.  
My dad owns the whole place.  He is my 

boss.  It is a little different but still fun.  The 
owner has said to my dad as a joke that he 
should own the place and then he decided 
to own it after working hard.  They got the 
Webster name from my grandpa from his last 
bowling alley, and they named the restaurant 
after me because I am special and they love 
me.

By Luci Pumphrey

Mrs. Adrienne 
Donovan won the 
Halloween Cos-
tume Contest!
Mrs. Shaughnessy 
and Mrs. Dore also 
got into the spirit 
of the day.

photos - Mrs. 
Shaughnessy’s 
Twitter

Gronk and Brady took home another Super 
Bowl title, this time for the Buccaneers.

Who doesn’t love 
Yoplait vanilla yogurt 
and Starbucks gift 
cards?

Corey Seager was the 2020 World 
Series MVP.

Luci Pumphrey          photo from Webster Timber Lanes website

Super Bowl and the Bucs won the 2nd title in their 
history. 

The Tampa Bay Buccaneers won their first Su-
per Bowl title back in Super Bowl 37 in San Diego. 
They beat the Raiders and the Chiefs. 

The Super Bowl MVP is Tom Brady for his 5th 
time and Tom Brady has got his 7th career Super 
Bowl ring!

By Anthony DiNino
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Jonathan Dunphy
Veritas Staff

At Rockland High School the annual 
Mr. Rockland event has been announced. 
Sign-ups for Mr. Rockland are for senior 
boys from March 16 to March 26 in the 
cafeteria. If you wish to sign up contact 
Kirsten Bartoloni, the SGC advisor, or se-
nior Lauren Draicchio. 

The rehearsal for Mr. Rockland is 
scheduled for April 14 from 3 pm to 4 pm 
and the actual event is scheduled to be held 
on the following day from 4 pm to 9 pm. 

Mr. Rockland is an annual event that 
happens at Rockland High School. The 
people who signed up are voted on by 
the other seniors.  The ones with the most 
votes will be the ones in the Mr. Rockland 
event.

This is the male version of the Ms. 
Rockland event which has already hap-
pened this year; the winner was Hannah 
Makarski. 

In addition to being named Mr. Rock-

land or Ms. Rockland, winners get a re-
served parking spot for the rest of the 
school year.

Nick Murphy a senior at Rockland 
High School said, “Mr. Rockland should 
happen even if it operates the same as Ms. 
Rockland did.” 

This would mean that only the four or 
five people picked would be able to go to 
the ceremony with their parents. Students 
would have to watch it live on a google 
meet or watch a recording of the ceremo-
ny.   

Nick also said, “If it is nice out when 
the ceremony is going to occur, it could 
take place at the stadium and let the seniors 
go and watch.”

Another senior, Brady Thacker, who 
does school completely remote said, “This 
event should be broadcasted or recorded 
for the students who can not make it to 
school due to coronavirus.”

Brady also said, “This event should 
happen because of the reduced number of 

Features

Althea Olsen
Veritas Editor-in-Chief

Congratulations to Hannah Ma-
karski who is our Miss Rockland 
Class of 2021! 

The ceremony announcing this 
year’s Miss Rockland was held in 
the auditorium on Jan. 28 and was 
streamed live at 9:15 AM.  Parents 
attended and students could watch in 
their classrooms via a Google Meet 
link.

Nominees and Miss Rockland 
are voted on by their Class of 2021 
peers, based on their activities and 
contributions to the school and com-
munity of Rockland.

Recognition should be given to 
Ms. White and Dr. Harrison for de-
livering the ceremony, and a special 
thank you to Mrs. Dunn for coordi-
nating this event, and allowing it to 
happen.

Miss Rockland 2021 is crowned

Mr. Rockland event scheduled for April 15

COVID cases and also because Ms. Rockland happened and worked fine even 
though only the contestants were able to go.”

Below are the biographies of each 
of the nomnees.

Hannah Makarski has partici-
pated in soccer, track and basketball.  
She is a mentor for the Bulldog Buddy 
program, a freshman mentor, and a 
volunteer working in our unified gym 
classes. Hannah also volunteers her 
time with our Special Ed program and 
our preschool program. She plans to 
attend Merrimack College, major in 
health science and become a respira-
tory therapist.

Lauren Draicchio is a four year 
varsity  lacrosse player and also serves 
as the team captain.   She has served as 
an executive and general  member of 
the student council, a freshman men-
tor as well as class president.  Lauren 
is a youth cheerleading junior coach 
and a youth basketball referee.  She 
plans to attend a four year college and 
major in nursing with hopes of becom-
ing a Beyond Borders nurse, traveling 
to provide healthcare to less fortunate 
children and communities.

Gianna Gervasi has participated 
for four years with Rockland High 
School’s award winning State and 
New England State Championship 
cheerleading team.  She has also been 
involved with student government and 
participated in Project Pumpkin as 
well as Unified Sports.  

Gianna is a teacher and volunteer 
at Fashion Focus teaching young girls 
proper etiquette and confidence in 
themselves.  She plans to attend a four 
year university, and major in math and 
education to pursue her goal as a sec-

ondary level math teacher.
Greta Russo is a member of the varsity 

soccer and lacrosse teams. She is a student 
council executive board member as well 
as the President of the MASC. She has 
partnered volunteer work with the Special 
Olympics of Massachusetts and is a mem-
ber of the National Honor Society. Greta 
plans to attend a four year college and major 
in either pre-med or environmental policy.

Hannah Rich is a member of the var-
sity girls’ soccer team, serving as captain 
her senior year, as well as the girls’ varsity 
lacrosse team, serving as captain her junior 
and senior years. She volunteers with the 
freshman mentoring program and is a mem-
ber of the National Honor Society. Hannah 
plans to attend a four year college and ob-
tain her nursing degree. She also hopes to 

continue her education with a Masters of 
Nursing or as a Physicians Assistant. She 
aspires to become a pediatric nurse.

Miku Yoshioka is a member of the RHS 
swim and tennis teams and has held the po-
sition of class secretary, and student council 
secretary. This year she serves as the stu-
dent council president. She also partici-
pated in the drama production of Marcus is 
Walking. She has participated in SEMASC 
and MASC through student government 
and has volunteered with Special Olym-
pics, Walk for Hunger, Old Colony Center 
for Health and Rehabilitation and the Breast 
Cancer Walk. She also volunteers her free 
time at Mathnasium as a center director’s 
assistant.  Miku plans to attend a four year 
college and major in neurobiology; she in-
tends to become a physician.

The Miss Rockland nominees with their parents. From left: Lauren Draicchio, Hannah Rich, Gianna Gervasi, Greta Russo and Miku Yoshioka.
                                   Photos courtesy of RHS Yearbook 

The Class of 2020 Mr. Rockland contestants from left: Jake Benson, 
Jordan Cunningham, Joey Messier, Zachary Webb, Owen Shea, Mathew 
Bruzzese and Phil Pattinson.   Veritas file photo

Miss Rockland candidates; From left: Miku Yoshioka, Gianna Gervasi, Hannah Ma-
karski, Lauren Draicchio, Greta Russo and Hannah Rich.    Yearbook photo

Miss Rockland Hannah Makarski 
with her parents.
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Winter sports teams compete with opponents and virus
James Tsiantoulas

Veritas Sports Editor
With the end of another fantastic 

sports season, the school as a whole is 
making its way into the newest set of 
sports. However, that should not over-
shadow the great seasons each winter 
sports team had this year. From boys 
and girls basketball, to hockey, let’s re-
flect on each team’s success and look 
forward to how these teams bounce 
back next year.

Students participate in Daring Discussions
Features

 Althea Olsen
Veritas Editor-in-Chief

In March, a group at RHS called Daring Discussions 
began hosting “8 Challenges of Service” to not only give 
back to the community of Rockland, but to honor indi-
viduals of different backgrounds, as well as bring inclu-
sion and equity into the RHS building. 

Other groups at RHS will be participating in these 
challenges in order to collaborate with the Daring Dis-
cussion members to create a larger impact.

Each challenge will last for two weeks, as students 
from each cohort will each have a week to complete the 
challenge.  Community service or a possible prize will 
be given to students who complete the challenges. Below 
are the challenges in their order: 

Challenge 1: Teacher Appreciation Cards in collabo-
ration with the Pathways Program in honor of Temple 
Grandin. 

The first challenge hosted by the Daring Discussions 
group was a success. Students in the Pathways Program 
created cards to give to students. With those cards, stu-
dents wrote thank you letters to members of the Rock-
land Public Schools community. For example, students 
sent letters to members of the Guidance Department, as 
well as teachers they had in elementary school. In return 

for completing a card, students received one hour of 
community service. 

This challenge was in honor of Temple Grandin, a 
spokesperson for autism. Her biography was mentioned 
daily during the morning announcements.  She is one of 
the first people on the autism spectrum to talk and write 
about her personal experiences of autism. She is now a 
professor of Animal Sciences in the College of Agricul-
tural Sciences at Colorado State University, and is an ac-
tivist for the humane treatment of animals.

Challenge 2: Take the Pledge to End Hate Speech in 
collaboration with GSA in honor of Sylvia Rivera.

Challenge 3: Mental Health Awareness 

Challenge 4: Food Drive to Combat Food Security

More details about each challenge are soon to come. 
If you have any questions, please reach out to Ms. Me-
deiros, Ms. Morrison, or one of the Daring Discussion 
members below. 

Cohort A: Nicholas Earner, Callie Gillan, Emily Gon-
calves Costa, and Neveah Jolliemore

Cohort B: Darcy McGuirk, Althea Olsen, Kathleen 
Nee, Maria Pala, Carol Lage, and Zachary Ofurum. 

  Tom Brady wins seventh NFL Super Bowl title
David Ferraro
Veritas Staff

Tom Brady, former Patriots quarterback now with 
the Buccaneers, has won his seventh Super Bowl ring 
and has further promoted his legacy in the NFL.

Prior to Super Bowl LV(55), played on February 7, 
2021, Tom Brady held the record for six Super Bowl 
rings won by one quarterback. 

After Brady and the Buccaneers beat Mahomes and 
the Chiefs, he broke new boundaries with his seventh 
ring won by a single quarterback.

It is no question that Tom Brady will be remem-
bered as one of the best quarterbacks in the NFL, but 
just how good is he actually? 

Several students commented about the quarter-
back’s legacy in the NFL: 

“He’s the greatest winner of all time, hardest com-
petitor, and doesn’t need Belichick to win,” says PJ Le-
oncavallo from South Shore VoTech. 

Senior Joe Levangie says, “He has a winning men-
tality and, barring injuries, will win his 8th ring.”

An elder in the Rockland community, Dave Ferraro 
says, “His win puts him out of reach of anyone else, 
and as the oldest player to win, it shows his hard work 
off the field. I am not surprised he left New England 
because New England didn’t put a team around him.” 

All people I interviewed unanimously declared 
Brady the G.O.A.T, the greatest of all time, and pos-
sibly the G.O.A.T. of all sports. 

With these things being said, most people would 
agree that Tom Brady will go down in history. 

The boys varsity basketball team 
had a great finish to their season. The 
team went 6 and 1 behind their senior 
captains Hunter Wardwell and Patrick 
Moriarty, who was also SSL Sullivan 
Division player of the year. 

Their season, although cut short 
two weeks due to close contact tracing, 

was still a major success for the pro-
gram. Senior captain Hunter Wardwell 
had high praise for the team through 
the adversity of the season. 

“Yea, the masks definitely had a set 
back on our season and on our condi-
tioning, but luckily enough each and 
everyday we came ready to work and 
improve not only our game but our 
conditioning. At times we didn’t feel 
like a team at times because not being 
able to go into the locker room or the 
new rules but we fought through the 
adversity and made the best out of the 
season.” 

The team won its quarterfinal game 
against East Bridgewater after three 
weeks of no action, showing they still 
had it in them. However, their semi-
final game against Abington ended in 
defeat, ending their season. 

This is nothing to be ashamed of, 
as the Bulldogs had an amazing sea-
son and look to bounce back next 
winter season. The seniors leaving the 
program this year are Patrick Mori-
arty, Hunter Wardwell, Derrick Wil-
liams, Joey Nguyen, Cullen Rogers, 
Zach Ofurum, Bryan Colarusso, Jack 
Reis, and Evan Burke.   

The girls varsity basketball team 
also had a great season, going 9 and 
4 in total. They lost in the semifinal 
as well, to Norwell, but that does not 
overshadow the great season they had. 

“It definitely took some getting 
used to, with the no fans and all the 
protocols but we were all just grateful 

to actually have a season and be able to play, 
considering most teams either got shut down 
or had their season canceled,” said junior 
captain Julia Elie about the season. 

Their team led by their All-Stars Julia 
Elie, Charlie Kelleher, and Maggie Elie had 
a fantastic season, and are poised  to have 
another successful year with the same roster. 
There are no seniors leaving the program this 
year, so the team will pick up where they lef 
off.

Finally, the boys varsity hockey team 
had a great finish to their season. The team, 

led by their senior captains Nick Blonde, 
Zack Phripp, Thomas McSweeney and 
Nick Leander, finished their season with 
6 wins,  5 losses and one tie.  

This included a win against Abing-
ton, 5-3 in which Blonde scored his 
100th high school point with 2 seconds 
left on the clock. 

The team was not able to compete 
in the SSL tournament at the end of the 
year as the team was on a two week hia-
tus due to COVID-19 protocols. But this 
was a great season and the team looks to 
bounce back and compete next year. 

Leander gave his thoughts on the 
season. “It went pretty good I thought. 
We didn’t get shut down til’ the end of 
our season due to COVID.”

He added, “Even though we weren’t 
able to compete for a league champion-
ship we still got to come back for a final 
two games to end our season which was 
good to finish at .500. It was difficult 
sometimes...but it was great having the 
opportunity to play.” 

Nick Blonde, Nick Leander, Thomas 
McSweeney, Jake Higgins and Sean 
Geary all made the SSL All-Star team.

The girls basketball team had a good year 
and they will all be back next year.
   Veritas photo

Patrick Moriarty was the Sullivan 
Division’s Player of the Year.   
          Twitter photo

Tom Brady won another SuperBowl!

2021 Hockey seniors
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Cheerleaders get season they had hoped for

Calin Monett
Veritas Staff

Coronavirus could not stop Rockland High 
School Varsity Cheerleading (RHSVC) from 
competing during this pandemic. But it took 
some time to get there.

After fall sports such as football, volleyball 
and cheerleading were suspended, the Mas-
sachusetts Interscholatic Athletic Association 
(MIAA) released guidelines to have a Fall II 
season. 

Cheerleaders received guidelines and so far 
these guidelines consist of virtual competitions, 
restricted in-person competitions, and sideline 
cheerleading for home and select away games. 
Cheerleaders are also permitted to finally be able 
to perform their routines in hopes of a change to 
add regional and possible state championships. 

Head Coach of RHSVC, Jeanine Reardon 
says she feels optimistic for the cheerleading 
season. Coach Jeanine is hopeful that the pan-
demic will not affect the team’s determination 
and passion for the sport. While potentially be-
ing a close contact or being infected by the virus 
is a risk for team members, Coach Reardon will 
enforce the guidelines that will allow the cheer-
leaders to practice safely to avoid these setbacks.

Athletic Director Gary Graziano  states he is 
happy to see the football, cheerleading, and vol-

leyball teams practicing as well as the weather 
cooperating. 

He explained what the restrictions are for 
the cheerleaders, but he also says, “Remaining 
socially spaced, not performing pyramids, and 
strictly game day cheering when on the side-
lines” will challenge the team. 

Mr. Graziano agrees that this season is more 
challenging as an athletic director coordinating 
events because of concerns with fan policies, 
weather, following COVID guidelines, and not 
having a home turf facility. 

Assistant coach of the cheerleaders, Krystin 
Killion agrees that the pandemic has been both 
mentally and physically challenging for the girls. 

“I want to see our athletes push themselves 
individually and as a team. Although it has been 
a difficult year I want them to still believe they 
can be as successful with hardwork and deter-
mination.”

Uncertainty has played a huge role in every 
sports team’s season this year. Coach  Reardon 
said, “I do see other sports happening, so I am 
hopeful they will give cheerleaders the same op-
portunity to do what they love.” 

Coaches Reardon and Killion, and Mr. Gra-
ziano are all hoping to finally be able to watch 
the State Championship cheer team compete this 
season for the first time in over a year.

James Tsiantoulas
Veritas Sports Editor

After a long year away from 
the gridiron, the football season is 
finally here. The entire team, (I am 
one of them), is very excited to start 
the season and get back to work. It 
won’t be easy as being away for a 
year can definitely hinder a team’s 
progress. But we are competitors 
and getting back into the swing of 
things is all part of the challenge of 
a new season.

The first week of practice kicked 
off on February 22 and there were 
some growing pains. Getting every-
one back into the swing of things 
after over a year of no football is 
tough.  

As the next week came, the team 
was getting more and more used to 
the cold weather and the wearing of 
masks under our helmets. Getting 
accustomed to the climate is all part 
of the job and we just have to fight 
through adversity to get the results 
we want. This included practicing in 
other towns like Abington and Nor-
well just to use turf.

Senior captain Joey Nguyen had 
this to say. “This season has defi-
nitely been tougher than most. With 
no offseason to prepare and having 
to wear masks at all times, it has 
been a tough adjustment. But, we 
are competitors and nothing can re-
ally affect us.”

The season kicked  off on Friday 
March 12 against Cohasset High 
School and the entire team, myself 
included, were ready to go to work. 
We came out with a huge win to 
start the season. With a score of 28-7 
we won our first game.

The next game was against 
Abington on March 20 in Hingham. 
Again, we got the win but this time 
it was a real nail-biter as we won 17-
14.  We had come all the way back 
from a 14-7 deficit at half-time but 
we held on at the end with tremen-
dous defense, including four inter-
ceptions in the game.

Hopefully we can have a full 
football season, as we are doing ev-
erything in our power to avoid the 
spread of the virus. But, freak things 
happen and only time will tell. 

Football team turns hard work into two wins

RHS Cheerleaders: Back (l to r): Emily Tsiantoulas, Natalia 
Roosa, Gianna Gervasi, Shaina Higgins; middle: Kyra Ferraro, 
Skylar Wells, Tori Crowley, Meghan Kirby, Lindsay Tsiantoulas; 
Front: captains Hayley Benson, Katie Fitzgerald, Calin Monett.           
     photo by Jeanine Reardon

Emily Gaboriault
Veritas Co-Editor

Like the other two teams able to com-
pete in a Fall II season, the RHS varsity 
girls volleyball team has been taking 
down their competition this year, win-
ning all games thus far in the season. 
They have  defeated such teams as Nor-
well, Middleborough, East Bridgewater, 
and Abington. The junior varsity team 
is close behind with two wins for both 
games.

All sports have undergone some 
changes due to COVID-19 such as wear-
ing masks during games/practices and 
social distancing while warming up. 

Gabriella Gambon, a junior varsity 
player, said, “I actually really enjoy it. 
The masks make it a little hard to breathe 
while running around and stuff, but 
overall it’s much better than I thought it 
would be this year.”

The girls went all the way to the State 

Finals last year but they are missing 
some players who graduated.  

Returning this year, however, are ju-
nior captains Darcy McGuirk and Julia 
Elie who have provided the leadership 
needed to give the team a boost.

In an article in the Enterprise Mc-
Guirk said, “I think we can be up at that 
level as we were last year if we just keep 
our minds to it and work hard.”

Also playing important roles for the 
girls are seniors Jessica Driscoll and My-
avana Reese, juniors Jordan Stec, Jessica 
Esposito, Maddie Murphy, sophomores 
Kiara Miguel, Julia Porto, Victoria Mur-
ray and Madison Freeman, and fresh-
man, Maggie Elie.

Coach Emily Adams has high expec-
tations for her team and says that even 
though they “have big shoes to fill” from 
last year’s team, she has already seen Ju-
lia and Darcy step up and be there when 
a big point is needed.

Varsity and JV volleyball teams leap into action

Seniors on the football and cheerleader teams posed for traditional senior photos 
back in November.  Back left to right: 52, Ryan Hindy, 11, Hunter Wardwell, 84, Jacob 
Moore, 87, Patrick Moriarty, 78, Jimmy Tsiantoulas, 31 Tom McSweeney, 12, Cullen 
Rogers, 30, Jendry Mejia. Front: 54, Nick Soares, 22, Zachary Ofurum, 
33, Nick Leander, 25, Joe Nguyen.       photo by Jeanine Reardon

In picture above is Jessica Es-
posito, and in right photo Maddie 
Murphy (left )and Kiara Miguel on 
right compete in a game this year.     
Twitter photos 
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Althea Olsen
Veritas Editor-in-Chief

RHS Principal John Harrison con-
ducted two award ceremonies in Febru-
ary to recognize several seniors as Top 
Dogs.

Lauren Draicchio is a four year 
varsity  lacrosse player and also serves 
as the team captain.   She has served as 
an executive and general  member of 
the student council, a freshman mentor 
as well as class president.  Lauren is a 
youth cheerleading junior coach and a 
youth basketball referee.  She plans to 
attend a four year college and major in 
nursing with hopes of becoming a Be-
yond Borders nurse, traveling to provide 
healthcare to less fortunate children and 
communities. 

Lauren was selected to travel to 
Guatemala on a service based trip where 
she would give dozens of Mayan indig-
enous people sustainable access to clean 
drinking water and teach health and hy-
giene workshops in indigenous commu-
nities. As soon as the second year of the 
Giving Tree book drive was announced, 
Lauren jumped at the opportunity to 
get involved and spread holiday cheer, 
coming to school during her senior priv-
ilege time to wrap books.  She is a shin-
ing star and she will continue to impact 
her community during her next chapter.

Claudia Abouzeid is a senior who 
will be graduating in three years. Com-
mitted to her studies, Claudia knew ear-
ly in her high school career she wanted 
to graduate early and then attend college 
to continue her studies. Claudia’s com-
passion and societal awareness is in-
dicative of her depth as a person. She is 
enthusiastic and passionate about social 
justice. She is a kind, dedicated student, 
and her commitment to greater equality 

and fighting injustice is commendable. 
She plans to study psychology.

Erin Gardner was selected to travel 
to Guatemala on a service based trip 
where she would give dozens of Mayan 
indigenous people sustainable access to 
clean drinking water and teach health 
and hygiene workshops. Erin did not let 
the cancellation hinder her. Erin asked 
how she could contribute in addition 
to donating a book to the 2nd Annual 
Giving Tree. She came to school during 
her senior privilege time to wrap books. 
Erin has such a positive way of chang-
ing the world in which she lives and her 
future will be impactful. Erin is a mem-
ber of Student Government Council and 
competes on the lacrosse team. She also 
works at Southwood Nursing Home.

Jessica Driscoll was also selected to 
travel to Guatemala on a service based 
trip where she would give dozens of 
Mayan indigenous people sustainable 
access to clean drinking water and teach 
health and hygiene workshops in indig-
enous communities. Jessica also did not 
let the cancellation hinder her. She was 
the driving force behind organizing the 
gift wrapping efforts for the 2nd Annual 
Giving Tree. Jess came to school during 
her senior privilege time to wrap books 
and brought a bright and positive ener-
gy with her. Jessica is also a two sport 
athlete competing on the volleyball and 
lacrosse teams.  

Greta Russo plays varsity soccer 
and lacrosse. She is also a student coun-
cil executive board member as well as 
the president of the Massachusetts As-
sociation of Student Councils. She does 
volunteer work in partnership with the 
Special Olympics of Massachusetts and 
is a member of the National Honor So-

ciety. Greta plans to attend a four-year 
college majoring in either pre-med or 
environmental policy.

Hannah Makarski is a three-sport 
athlete who has participated in soccer, 
track, and basketball. She is a mentor of 
the Bulldog Buddy program, a freshman 
mentor as well as working in our unified 
gym classes. Hannah also volunteers 
her time with the Special Ed program 
in our preschool program. She plans 
to attend Merrimack College, major in 
health science, and become a respira-
tory therapist.

Althea Olsen is the National Hon-
or Society secretary. She has received 
achievement awards in both science and 
English. She attended the Boston Lead-
ership Institute for Surgical Research. 
She is the Editor-in-Chief of the Veri-
tas, the school newspaper. She also is a 
freshman mentor, and competes on the 
softball and swim teams. As a commu-
nity volunteer, she organized a Magic 
School for neighbors with young chil-
dren when the district shifted to fully 
remote.

Anthony DiNino has excelled as a 
student in the Pathways Program. He 
has connected with his peers within the 
program and has been an exceptional 
fundraiser for the Pathways organiza-
tion. 

He has excelled with customer ser-
vice, working as a highly personable 
employee at the Dog Depot. He has also 
been an active participant in the Unified 
Sports Program, especially as one of the 
top performers on the soccer and bas-
ketball teams. Anthony brings a positive 
attitude, and a relentless work ethic; he 
cares greatly about other people and 
Rockland High School.

Zachary Solomon is a National 
Honor Society student who has been 
actively involved in the Concert Band. 
He is a three-time recipient of the Music 
Achievement Award. He participated on 
the cross country and swim teams. Zach 
has shown an interest as a curious mem-
ber of the astronomy club as well. 

Most impressive, Zach is an Eagle 
Scout. He completed a project this fall 
in which he cleaned out a messy closet 
filled with random marching music and 
built a shelving unit that matches pre-
existing cabinets to store the march-
ing music. He then built a rolling cart 
that can store flipbooks for marching 
band and parade music. The final part 
of the project was emptying a storage 
unit that contained drama props, furni-
ture, clothes, and equipment so he could 
build a big shelving unit.

Hunter Wardwell is a model stu-
dent-athlete as he takes his academics 
very seriously as an honors student. 
Hunter is a two sport varsity athlete 
competing on the football and basketball 
teams. He is a captain, demonstrating 
exceptional leadership to younger team-
mates. In his free time, he volunteers as 
a Rockland Youth Football Coach.

Colin McKerrell is an exceptional 
honor roll student who has been rec-
ognized as an AP Scholar with Honor. 
Athletically, Colin has participated on 
the wrestling and football teams. As a 
football player, Colin has been a leader 
on the team as a captain. Colin works 
part-time at Dairy Queen in Hanover as 
a food preparer.

Thank you Dr. Harrison, Ms. Kemp, 
and Ms. O’Brien for coordinating the 
event and the awards. Congratulations 
again to the RHS Top Dogs 2021.

Students reflect on one year of pandemic
Features

Michaela Bruno
Veritas Staff

As the first year anniversary of the coronavirus 
recently passed, sophomore Jessie Connelly sumned 
up most people’s feelings.“It has been the worst and 
best year for many including myself. Lives have been 
forever changed, and our world has experienced what 
seems to be a real-life nightmare.” 

Everyone is wearing masks everywhere except at 
home, and social distancing is maintained in stores and 
in restaurants. People are making sure to stay clean 
and healthy. 

School is also completely different from what all 
the students and staff had been used to before the virus. 
Having to stay six feet apart, cleaning desks after ev-
ery period, and being in two different cohorts has been 
very hard for all of us. 

After sitting down and talking to some students 
about COVID, you come to see the struggles that this 
virus has caused in our school and in our personal 
lives. 

I first asked  students, “How has Covid affected 
your personal life in the past year? 

Senior Bella Seaton said, “COVID has definitely 
affected me in a couple different ways. One way is that 
it is hard not to be able to play any sports regularly.” 

She continued, “Having to wear a mask during 
practices and games is not fun, and is definitely very 
weird. “

Bella gave another reason that this year has been 
so hard. “I have not been able to hang with as many 
people as I used to, due to the fact of social distancing 
and having to stay around the same people. It has been 
hard to not see as many people because I am used to 
seeing my whole family on holidays, and this year I 
was unable to. It has also been hard not seeing all my 
friends and having to be limited to just one or two to 
keep my family and others safe.” 

Another question is how the virus has affected stu-
dents’ learning. 

Connelly said, “COVID has affected me more dur-
ing this school year. Online school is not very helpful, 

and it is harder to learn through a computer rather than 
in person.” 

She explained what the difference is for her be-
tween being at home and trying to learn or being in 
school. 

“While I am online, it is very tempting to just lie 
in bed since you’re learning from the comfort of your 
home. While you are in school, you may be tired but 
there’s no way you would be able to just lie down and 
sleep.” 

She also talked about the work load. “I also feel as 
though the teachers overload us with work while we 
are remote, thinking we have more than enough time 
to complete our assignments.” Jessie thinks this as-
sumption “is wrong because although we are at home, 
it is much harder to learn the material given to us in our 
online classes. We only have that time period to ask 
questions or during office hours.” 

Although teachers are doing their best to help stu-
dents learn, going back to full time in-person learning 
will help students socially and educationally.

Senior Top Dogs are recognized in February

Top Dogs recognized on Feb. 4 were from left:  Hannah Makarski, Zachary Solomon, 
Althea Olsen, Greta Russo, Anthony DiNino, and Colin McKerrell.

Recognized on Feb. 11 were from left: Erin Gardner, Jessica 
Driscoll, Claudia Abouzeid, and Lauren Draicchio.  Missing from 
photo is Hunter Wardwell. photos courtesy of Dr. Harrison
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