
 
RHS Remote Learning & School Closure Plan  

Updated April 28, 2020 
 

As we continue remote learning for the remainder of the 2019-2020 school year, the RHS faculty is 
committed to providing high-quality education to each student.  However, our priority remains the health, 
safety, and wellness of our students and families. We are mindful of equity concerns and we will work to 
reduce any negative impact resulting from disparities in access to or ability to adjust to remote learning 
activities by our students. We are committed to maintaining connections between school staff and students 
and helping all students continue their learning. 
 
ACADEMICS 
Academic Work Expected During School Closure For Remainder of School Year 
Each teacher has a unique situation so every teacher will be handling academic work expectations 
differently. Keep in mind many of your teachers are taking care of their own health and safety as well 
as fulfilling their caretaking responsibilities. Each teacher will assign academic work for you to 
complete. Your teachers will communicate this to you in some capacity (email, google classroom, etc.) 
and will check in with you regularly. Teachers will respond to your questions promptly during the 
work week and will do their best to assist students with any questions on academic work.  
 
Students are expected to: 

1. Complete academic work to the best of their ability. Learning is more than just a letter grade; 
students are encouraged to complete all assignments so that they are able to demonstrate 
proficiency in the curriculum standards so they are best prepared for the next grade level.  

2. Students who are not able to complete academic work during the school closure should be 
communicating with their teachers and/or their guidance counselor.  If there is a special 
circumstance prohibiting the student from completing academic work, we want to be able to 
best support all students during this very challenging time.  
 

Revised Term Grades & Final Grade Calculations 
Since school will be closed for the remainder of the school year, we will now use the following final grade 
calculation formula: 

T1 
45 days 

T2 
45 days 

Midterms T3  
1/23-6/12  

(31 school days +school 
closure) 

30% 30% 10% 30% 

*For seniors, term 3 will still end on Wednesday, May 20th. Term 3 and final grades for seniors will be 
available Friday, May 22nd. 
 
Make-Up & Term 3 Academic Grading 
Any additional academic work completed during the school closure will only help the student’s term 3 and 
overall grade. Students will earn their term 3 grade as of Friday, March 13th, the last day of school prior to 
the extended school closure, unless additional work is completed that will help their term 3 grade, overall 
grade, and cumulative Grade Point Average. Students with a cumulative failing grade as of March 13th will 
fail the course unless they complete the necessary work to pass for the school year. In some cases, the 
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students may not be able to pass for the school year if their term 1 and term 2 averages were too low. 
Students should work directly with their teachers to determine their grades as of March 13th. 
 
Please note the following: 

1. Students are able to make up any work assigned prior to March 9th at the teacher’s discretion.  
2. Teachers will exercise flexibility, allowing students to make-up any work assigned during the final 

week prior to the closure, from March 9th through March 13th given the heightened stress and a high 
number of student absences.  

3. Any academic work completed from March 16th through June 8th will only help the student’s term 3 
grade. Term 3 academic work needs to be submitted to teachers no later than  Monday, June 8th as 
term 3 and final grades will be available on Friday, June 12th at 3 PM.  The week of June 8th through 
June 12th will be used for teachers to assess student learning and provide feedback to students. 
Students are expected to be accessible from June 8th through June 12th to review teacher feedback 
and make any needed revisions. 

 
What happens if students cannot complete academic work during school closure? 
Students would earn their term 3 grade as of March 13th if the student did not do any work during the school 
closure.  
 
Work completed during the school closure will only help the student’s term 3 and overall grade.  
 
For the students who had a very high term 3 average as of March 13th through the first 31 days of the term, 
the student may feel there is little motivation to try to improve his or her term 3 grade. I acknowledge this 
feeling that students may be inclined to not put forth their best effort, however, remember the following: 

1. The academic work assigned during the closure is related to the curriculum standards that allow each 
student to demonstrate proficiency in the course. For instance, if a student does not complete the 
remaining Algebra II work assigned during the school closure, the student may struggle in 
Precalculus next year.  

2. By doing the academic work, you have a chance to improve your term 3 average, and your overall 
final grade. This overall grade will impact the student’s grade point average. 

3. With limited opportunities during the school closure to interact socially with peers and staff 
members, completing academic work during the school closure is a great way to remain connected to 
the Rockland community. These connections are so important to the social and emotional well-being 
of our students.  

 
Final Exams 
As a reminder, there will be no final exams for students this year, including seniors. The final exam column 
in a teacher’s grade book will be left blank. 
 
Student Failures and Summer School 
All students (including seniors) should be provided every opportunity to make-up work and improve their 
grades to pass for the year. Students with cumulative grades greater than 50% and below 65% who fail to 
complete academic work during the school closure to improve their final grades to pass for the year will have 
the opportunity to recover academic credit in an online summer school from June 18 through July 21st. 
Guidance counselors will call and/or email students and families the week from June 15th through June 17th 
to communicate that the student may participate in summer school.  Any students (including seniors) who 
have an overall failing grade below 50% will need to retake the academic course the following year to earn 
the credits.  
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Credit Loss & Recovery For Attendance 
Our student handbook requires any student who has 7 or more unexcused absences in a semester and 14 or 
more unexcused absences in a full-year course to lose academic credit. For the 2019-2020 school year, 
students will not lose academic credit due to excessive unexcused absences. For any student who has already 
lost credit this year, the student will not be required to make up the hours for excessive absences.  This 
decision is being made to ease the stress of the students who have lost credit since they now have a very 
limited window to make up the hours they were assigned. 
 
STANDARDIZED TESTING 
MCAS Testing 
The Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education with the support of the state 
legislature waived the MCAS testing requirement for the remainder of the 2019-2020 school year. As a 
result, MCAS testing is canceled for the remainder of this school year. It remains unclear whether Grade 9 
students will need to pass the Science MCAS test to graduate from high school and whether the Grade 10 
students will need to pass the Math MCAS and English MCAS to fulfill the state graduation requirements. 
Once we learn more about how the state plans to handle this, we will let you know.  
 
AP Testing 
On March 20, 2020, the College Board, the organization which administers the Advanced Placement (AP) 
Exams, communicated to schools that they would not be providing the traditional face-to-face paper-based 
exams. Instead,  students will take a 45-minute online exam at home.  For each AP Subject, there will be two 
testing dates provided where students can choose which date they would like to take the test. In preparation 
for this change, the College Board is providing free remote learning resources.  
 
Rockland High School staff realize this modified testing structure and shortened window of time to cover the 
curriculum standards creates an adverse learning environment for our students. In response, the College 
Board is allowing any student the option to receive a full refund should a student wish not to take the test. 
For any student wishing to receive a full refund, students should communicate this request to Guidance 
Director Margie Black (mblack@rocklandschools.org).  Lastly, any student who opts out of taking the AP 
Exam and requests a refund will still have AP denoted on their transcript.  
 
While the standards of the Advanced Placement assessment will be modified this year, I am confident the 
academic experience each student has with our dedicated teachers throughout the year is what defines the 
success of our Advanced Placement Program.  
 
June SAT 
The College Board recently canceled the June SAT testing date. Eligible students will be able to take the 
exam with a fee waiver. Students who were registered for the June SAT date and those in the high school 
class of 2021 who do not have SAT scores will have early access to registration for the October 3rd test 
which will be administered at RHS. 
 
LOCKER CLEANOUT 
We request that students hold-off on gathering belongings from lockers, classrooms, and locker rooms while 
the school building is closed. If there is something that is essential and needed from a locker, please email 
Principal Harrison (jharrison@rocklandschools.org) and he can arrange a time for you to gather these items 
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as we will bring them to your car. Once the building reopens we will set-up times for students to gather any 
outstanding items from their lockers. Seniors will have an opportunity to gather their belongings prior to 
graduation as well. 
 
TEXTBOOKS & CHROMEBOOKS 
As we get closer to June 12th, we will send out more information on the best way to return textbooks and 
Chromebooks prior to the start of the summer vacation as long as it is safe to do so.  
 
ATHLETICS 
Since school is closed for the remainder of the school year, there will be no spring sports season. We 
apologize to our student-athletes, especially, our seniors, who were very much looking for these memorable 
experiences. Seniors who did not compete in a fall or winter sport but participated previously in a spring 
sport their junior year can receive their senior sweatshirt. Please email Mr. Graziano and he will work to get 
you your sweatshirt. 
 
Any spring athlete that paid a user fee by check, they have not and will not be deposited. We will return by 
mail to your home address. If you paid online, the funds will be reimbursed to you electronically.  
 
SENIOR INFORMATION 
Below are the new dates for the senior activities and celebratory events, including graduation. Here is a 
checklist for seniors which has all the information you will need as we head to graduation! 

Wednesday 7/29 Thursday 7/30 Friday 7/31 Saturday 8/1 Sunday 8/2 

9 AM 
Senior Class Meeting 

& Graduation 
Practice  

Meet in RHS Gym 
 

11:30 AM 
Caps and Gowns 

Distributed 
[All senior obligations 
must be paid prior to 

receiving cap & gown] 
 

5:15 PM 
Junior & Senior 

Prom 
Meet in RHS Gym 

5:45 PM Senior  Grand 
March  

6 PM Juniors Arrive 
for Buses 

6:15 PM Buses depart 
to Prom 

7 PM Junior & Senior 
Prom 

  
[Formal Dress and 

Ticket Required] 
 

7 PM 
National Honor 

Society Induction 
Ceremony 

 
6 PM Dinner for 

students & sponsors  
Cafeteria 

 
7 PM NHS Ceremony  

RHS Auditorium 
 

[Formal Dress 
Required] 

9 AM 
Senior Class Meeting 

& Graduation 
Practice  

Meet in RHS Gym 
 

11:30 AM 
Senior BBQ 

Veterans Stadium 
 

7 PM 
RHS Senior 

Academic & Athletic 
Banquet 

 
6 PM Student Dinner  

Cafeteria 
Yearbooks will be 

distributed 
 

7 PM Awards  
[for Students & 

Families] 
 RHS Auditorium 

 
[Formal Dress 

Required] 
 

7 PM 
Graduation  

Meet in RHS Gym at 6 
PM 

 
[Formal Dress 

Required] 

11 AM 
Rain Date For  
Graduation  
[if needed]  
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JUNIOR PROM TICKET INFORMATION 
The date for the Junior and Senior Prom is July 29th. Below is information for juniors on how they can 
purchase tickets. Seniors will purchase tickets at the same dates and times that are listed below.  

Tuesday, June 2nd 
 
 

[Juniors Last Names A-B 9 AM-1 PM] 
 
Drive-by Pick up to RHS Entrance for Juniors, Last names A-B, to: 
❏ The purchase of a prom ticket ($70 check payable to Town of Rockland).  

Wednesday, June 3rd [Juniors Last Names C-G 9 AM-1 PM] 
 
Drive-by Pick up to RHS Entrance for Juniors, Last names C-G, to: 
❏ The purchase of a prom ticket ($70 check payable to Town of Rockland).  

Thursday, June 4th [Juniors Last Names H-N 9 AM-1 PM] 
 
Drive-by Pick up to RHS Entrance for Juniors, Last names H-N, to: 
❏ The purchase of a prom ticket ($70 check payable to Town of Rockland).  

Friday, June 5th [Juniors Last Names O-Z 9 AM-1 PM] 
 
Drive-by Pick up to RHS Entrance for Juniors, Last names O-Z, to: 
❏ Purchase of prom ticket ($70 check payable to Town of Rockland). 

 
UNDERCLASSMEN AWARD CEREMONY 
The Underclassmen Award Ceremony scheduled for Wednesday, June 3rd will be postponed to Wednesday, 
September 16th at 7 PM in the RHS Auditorium. Celebrating the academic achievements of our 
underclassmen will be a great way to begin the 2020-2021 academic school year.  
 
THANK YOU 
I really appreciate everyone’s patience as we go through this very challenging time.  Our staff is eager to 
return to our regular classroom routines with your children. We miss your kids very much! Please reach out 
if you need anything and please stay safe, healthy, and well. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
John Harrison, Ed.D. 
RHS Principal 
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