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ROCKLAND HIGH SCHOOL 

RHS COMMUNITY WEEKLY UPDATE #33 

April 26, 2019 

 

Here are a few highlights from this past week: 

❏ Congratulations to Alexa Coulstring and Kaya Kelly for being this week’s Top Dogs! Here 

are their biographies. 

 

❏ On Thursday, April 25th, RHS honored 24 students who made high honors during term 

3. Students received certificates and enjoyed their brownie ice cream sundaes. 

Congratulations to Jared Allen, Stephanie Beatrice, Jad Bendakarwi, Katy Buckley, Julia 

De Lima, Julia Elie, John Ellard, Callie Gillan, Olivia Golemme, Bridget Hughes, Tyler 

Johnson, Russell Jones, Leah Leonard, Kevin Matos, Kathleen Nee, Ngan Nguyen, 

Daniel O’Brien, Cullen Rogers, Madison Smith, Abigail Spengler, Jenna Whitten, 

Hannah Wylie, Julia Yeadon, and Danting Zhu. 

 

❏ The topic for this year’s Spellman Oratorical Contest was Art as an Agent of Change. 
Eight seniors competed for $4,000 in prize money. This year’s speeches were articulate, 

original, and provocative. Prize money was awarded from a trust established by the late 

Francis Cardinal Spellman of Whitman in memory of his mother, Ellen Conway 

Spellman. Winners of the contest were Katie Houde who took first place honors and 

$1,200; Emmy Kelley who came in second, winning $1,000; third place went to Fran 

Oliveira who won $700; Marissa Smith came in fourth winning $500; Justin Sherlock 

was fifth and won $300; Jake Nunn, Caitlin Cameron, and Tyler Beatrice placed 6th, 7th, 

and 8th, each winning $100. 29 students submitted entries. Congratulations to all of our 

student participants.  Here is a link to an article published in The Veritas. Here is a 

group picture.  

 

❏ Three talented artists completed these amazing portraits in Photography and Digital 

Imaging. Check out the work of Leah Dunn, Jenna Whitten, and  Ayanah Lascase. 
 

❏ 34 students and 3 chaperones traveled over April vacation to Austria,Czech Republic, 

Germany, and Switzerland. The students had a fantastic trip! Here is a picture of our 

juniors and here is a picture of our seniors.  Thank you to Ms. Walsh, Ms. Hoyo, and Ms. 

DiCanzio for leading the students on this trip! 

 

❏ Here are the Site Council meeting minutes from the March 14, 2019 meeting.  

 

❏ Congratulations to junior Katy Buckley who was elected Student Government Council 

President for the 2019-2020 school year. Here is an article highlighting the election as 

well as an upcoming election for the other elected positions within Student Government. 

https://rocklandschools.org/2019/04/26/this-weeks-top-dogs-alexa-coulstring-and-kaya-kelly/
https://rhsveritas.wordpress.com/2019/04/25/spellman-oratorical-results/
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/D49YVkpWwAE-SWU.jpg
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/D5AdpmpWwAIn_TJ.jpg
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/D5AdpnfW4AMRGy4.jpg
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/D5AdpmpWAAABYij.jpg
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/D4oPi6gWkAEEm-a.jpg
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/D4oPi6lW4AAZ2v9.jpg
https://wp.me/p9NNE0-4nw
https://rhsveritas.wordpress.com/2019/04/25/rhs-sgc-elects-2019-2020-president/
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❏ Congratulations to junior Hannah Wylie who was selected as the MIAA Athlete of the 

Month for March. This recognition is an extraordinary accomplishment for Hannah and 

to receive this recognition as a junior is simply special. There are only two student- 

athletes each month so this is a very prestigious recognition. Rockland has been 

fortunate to have two recipients in consecutive years receiving this honor. Last year, 

Aiden Glennon received the recognition as a senior. Kudos to our student- athletes! 

 

❏ The Environmental Club posted another podcast episode on food insecurity this week. 

These podcasts are now available on Stitcher.  
 

❏ French IV, Spanish IV, and Spanish IV students had the opportunity to visit the Museum 

of Fine Arts in Boston on Wednesday, April 24th. Ms. Shaughnessy and Ms. Dore had a 

great time with our students. Here is an article published in The Veritas highlighting the 

field trip.  

 

❏ Kudos to freshman Ava Glushnik who was asked by Boston Children’s Hospital to speak 

at the State House about mental health. Ava was presented a plaque by Secretary of 

Health and Welfare Sudders for all her efforts regarding work done at the state level for 

mental health.  She also had the opportunity to speak with Senator John Keenan and 

Representative David DeCoste.  Here is a picture posted on Senator John Keenan’s 

twitter page. Representative DeCoste said, “Great job Ava for your amazing speech 

today! It was an honor to hear you talk and advocate for such important issues. I will 

stand by any legislation you ask me to support.” Well-done, Ava! 

 

❏ On Friday, April 26th, students and staff successfully participated in an ALICE training 

drill. Students and staff participated in two separate scenarios during the second period 

of the school day. We thank our student body for their cooperation during these very 

important safety drills.  

 

❏ This week was Administrative Professionals Week. We thank our devoted and 

hardworking administrative assistants who make a huge difference each day supporting 

our students and staff. 

 

❏ The weather has finally gotten a bit warmer and our spring sports teams are off to a good 

start! 

❏ The girls softball team defeated Norwell 5-4 this week. Shannon Murphy hit a 

3-run home run in the victory. Darcy McGuirk and Michaela Bruno each had a 

single and a double. The girls softball team fell to Middleborough 3-2 later in the 

week but played very well in the loss. The girls softball team is now 4-2 overall, 

and 2-1 in the league.  

❏ The girls track team lost to Norwell and Carver in a tri-meet. First place scorers 

for RHS were Rebecca Mullen in the Discus, Sarah Pollard in the Long Jump, and 

Meghan Hoblitzelle in the Shot Put. 

❏ The boys baseball team fell to Norwell 3-2 and Middleborough 11-6 this week. 

Here is a picture of the dogs competing.  

❏ The girls tennis team lost 5-0 to Norwell this week. The lady dogs rebounded with 

a victory over Milton and Middleborough 4-1. Here is a picture of Stephanie 

https://thegreentea.podbean.com/e/food-insecurity-1555992912/
https://www.stitcher.com/podcast/the-green-tea?refid=stpr
https://rhsveritas.wordpress.com/2019/04/26/spanish-and-french-students-take-a-trip-to-the-mfa/
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/D48Uj6KWkAEsiLD.jpg
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/D48i562WkAEPwuh.jpg
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/D48gNFgWwAAYpKH.jpg
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Beatrice competing against Milton. Here is a group picture of some of the lady 

dogs after their win! 

❏ The boys tennis team defeated Middleborough 3-2 this week.  

❏ The girls lacrosse team defeated Middleborough 16-9 this week. Jessica Esposito 

was recognized as the game MVP after scoring one goal and having three assists. 

The lady dogs fell later in the week to Cohasset 17-1. Jenna Burns received the 

game MVP. 

❏ The boys lacrosse team defeated Middleborough this week 10-5. Evan Gormley 

scored five goals. Here is a picture of the dogs competing hard.  

❏ Congratulations to Jenna Burns who will continue her education at Curry College 

and play lacrosse.  

❏ Congratulations to Molly Grass who will continue her education at Fitchburg 

State University and play softball. 

❏ Congratulations to Shannon Murphy and Ari Pelletier who will both continue 

their education at Southern New Hampshire University and play softball. 

 

Here are a few reminders as we look ahead to next week: 

❏ Don’t forget that the Arts Festival is next Wednesday and Thursday (May 1st and May 

2nd) from 6-8:30PM. Click this flyer for additional information.  

 

❏ Check out the meat raffle at the Eagles on Friday, 4/26 at 7PM.  Here is a flyer with more 

information.  

 

❏ Senior Commencement forms are due Wednesday, May 1st. All seniors need to submit 

their yellow biography sheets to Ms. Kemp in the main office. Please click here if you 

need an extra copy. 

 

❏ IMAGES and ReImagine Rockland need your help! 6 new butterfly benches which will be 

on display in the town of Rockland can have your poetry displayed on it. Remember- the 

butterfly represents a transformation. Start your writing now, and your work could be 

displayed on this bench! 
 

❏ There will be Saturday School on April 26th, May 4th, and May 18th from 9AM-12PM. 

Please note we will have support offered in World Language, Math, English, History, and 

Science. Come on by! 

 

❏ Ms. Armstrong will be offering yoga to students after school.  The program is free and for 

all levels of experience.  This program is to help reduce stress and build confidence.  Here 

is a link to the release form. 
 

❏ Here is a look at the week ahead. 

 

Have a nice weekend! 

 

 

John Harrison, Ed.D. 

Rockland High School Principal 
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