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ROCKLAND HIGH SCHOOL 

RHS COMMUNITY WEEKLY UPDATE #28 

March 16, 2018 

 

IN THIS EDITION: 

In this week’s edition, you will find information on the following: 

● Term 3 Grades Close 

● Parent Information night on School Safety 

● School Safety Student Walkout-3/15 

● Scholarship Information 

● Credits to Advance to Next Grade Level & Summer School 

● Helpful information on Understanding Your Student Financial Aid Award Letter 

● Site Council Meeting Minutes from February 

● Congratulations to Festival Theater! 

● Top Dog Club 

● The Golden Spatula Award 

● Winter Sports 

● Announcements 

● Next Week’s Lunch Menu 

● The Week Ahead 

 

TERM 3 CLOSE DATE: 

With 6 snow days so far this year, I have decided to extend Term 3 until Friday, April 6th. 

Grades will close on Friday 4/6 and grades will available in the afternoon on Friday, 4/13. 

 
PARENT INFORMATION NIGHT ON SCHOOL SAFETY: 

Over the past several months, all Rockland Public school staff have been trained in A.L.I.C.E. 

(Alert, Lockdown, Inform, Counter, Evacuate), a research-based proactive approach to 

responding to situations when an intruder enters a school building. Previously, the Rockland 

Public Schools used a traditional lockdown procedure to exclusively handle all situations for 

responding to incidents of violence. The strategies of the A.L.I.C.E. program have been accepted 

as best practices through a partnership between the Federal Department of Education and the 

Federal Bureau of Investigation. On Monday, March 19th at 6pm in the Rockland High School 

Auditorium, we would like to share with Rockland parents and guardians this new safety 

procedure. We want to make sure you are informed to help support your children at home and 

at school when questions might arise. Rockland Police School Resource Officer Ethan Schnabel 

and RHS Assistant Principal Kathy Paulding will be presenting a brief overview of A.L.I.C.E. and 

discuss the specific training the staff in your child’s school have received. We will also be 

available to answer questions you may have about specific schools and situations that may arise 

with any of our safety protocols.  
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SCHOOL SAFETY STUDENT WALKOUT 3/15: 

On Thursday 3/15, some of our students participated in a planned, peaceful walkout in response 

to recent tragedies on school campuses across our nation, specifically the events that unfolded in 

Parkland, Florida. Our students staged a peaceful walkout, where they stood outside the RHS 

West Entrance for about 17 minutes, and then returned to class for the rest of the day’s planned 

instruction.  

 

At Rockland High School, we understand that our students may be feeling lots of emotions, 

including anxiety, fear and even anger about violent actions, or threats of such actions, 

committed on school property, both on a local and national level. We respect the right of our 

students to advocate for causes that are important to them and support their efforts to do so in 

an authorized and orderly manner while at school. We thank our students for the way they 

conducted themselves while allowing their civic voices to be heard. I encourage you to talk to 

your children about how they may be feeling about this week’s event and the tragic events 

preceding the protest. Rockland High School also has counselors available and ready to talk to 

students at any time.  

 

Source: Council of Chief State School Officers Recommended Guidance on Student Walkouts, February 23, 2018 

 

SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION: 

At a senior class assembly on March 15th, the guidance staff  gave all seniors the local 

scholarship packet and application, and instructions for applications.   The presentation was 

shared with all seniors and parents via email. The deadline for all applications is 3:00 p.m. on 

April 4th. If you have any questions about scholarships, please see Ms. Dunn or Ms. Black. No 

late applications will be accepted. 

 

CREDITS TO ADVANCE TO NEXT GRADE LEVEL & SUMMER SCHOOL: 

As we approach the end of the third term, I wanted to remind students and families of the 

school’s requirements for grade-level promotion and summer school. This is also a great time to 

review your child’s term 3 progress report on X2 Aspen and grades from the first two and a half 

terms of the school year. It is important for students to continue working with their teachers in 

the hopes that each student completes the school year  to his or her best ability. 

 

Here are a few reminders as we approach the final few months of the school year. 

 

Credits to Advance to next Grade-level: 

Below is helpful information on the number of credits each student must earn in order to 

advance to the next grade level.  Full year courses are worth 1 credit and semester courses are 

worth .5 credit. 

● A student must earn a minimum of 5 credits in order to be a Sophomore. 

● A student must earn a minimum of 10 credits in order to be a Junior. 

● A student must earn a minimum of 15 credits in order to be a Senior. 

 

Summer School As An Option: 

Students who do not earn the credits to move to the next grade level will be retained. Students 

have the ability to take up to two academic courses in Summer School.  Students must have a 

minimum of a 50% final average in the failed course to attend summer school.   Summer school 
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courses cost $200.00 each ($175.00 each for students on free/reduced lunch).  The expectation 

is that payment be made in full before courses begin.  

 

Communication Surrounding Failed Courses: 

Term 3 grades will be available on April 13th at approximately 3pm. Final grades will be available 

at the conclusion of term 4 and final exams.  If your child does fail an academic course for the 

year, guidance counselors will contact you as final grades become available. If your child is in 

danger of failing a course or courses, please encourage him/her to work hard for the remainder 

of the school year. 

 

Please feel free to contact your child's guidance counselor with any questions surrounding 

grade-level advancement or summer school.  Any questions regarding work in specific classes 

can be best answered by your child’s teacher. 

 

HELPFUL INFORMATION TO UNDERSTAND YOUR FINANCIAL AID LETTER: 

Please see the information below from the Attorney General’s Office that will help students and 

families understand the financial aid letter a student receives when accepted to college.  

http://www.mass.gov/ago/consumer-resources/consumer-information/schools-and-education

/understanding-your-student-aid-award-letter.html 

 

SITE COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES FROM FEBRUARY: 

ROCKLAND HIGH SCHOOL  

Site Council Meeting 5 

Date: February 8, 2018 7:15AM 

Location: Superintendent's Conference Room 

 

Site Council Members: 

Ms. Caitlin Cameron, Mr. Richard MacAllister, Ms. Sam Hoyo, Ms. Amanda Lanigan, Ms. 

Jeanine Oliver, Ms. Maddie Gear, Ms. Sydney McKenna, Ms. Greta Russo, Mr. Richard Phelps, 

Ms. Julie Shields 

 

Minutes: 

The Site Council reviewed what’s been happening at RHS over the past month and previewed 

events that will be happening in the future. Midterm week, Poetry Out Loud, and Winter Sports 

were all discussed.  

 

The Site Council reviewed the work of the Attendance Committee that has been meeting to 

address chronic absenteeism. Mr. Harrison spoke about how the Committee has been trying to 

differentiate between truancy and unexcused absences, improve the parental notification 

process, and create greater clarity surrounding make-up work. The committee has been given 

thought to proposing credit loss and recovery as an alternative consequence to Saturday 

Detentions and Out of School Suspensions. The committee recommended that the school 

consider text notifications when students are out as well as reviewing the attendance policy 

specifically with families with a special notification prior to the start of the school year.  

 

 

http://www.mass.gov/ago/consumer-resources/consumer-information/schools-and-education/understanding-your-student-aid-award-letter.html
http://www.mass.gov/ago/consumer-resources/consumer-information/schools-and-education/understanding-your-student-aid-award-letter.html
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CONGRATULATIONS TO FESTIVAL THEATER: 

RHS students competed at Marshfield High School last Saturday, March 10th in the annual 

festival theater competition. Our students performed a student written script entitled Seventh 

Stage. We made it to the semi-final round! 
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TOP DOG CLUB: 
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BROADWAY NIGHT HIGHLIGHTS: 

Congratulations to all of the students in our music program, both band and chorus members, for 

doing an awesome job at Broadway Night on Thursday, March 15th. Our students are very 

talented! 

 

 

GET READY FOR THE WIZARD OF OZ: 
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THE GOLDEN SPATULA AWARD: 

Smoothie, Salsa and Sandwich Week! Here are the Golden Spatula Winners: 

 

C Block- Kitchen 1 = Honey Apply Thyme Cheddar Pananni  and Kitchen 3 = Mixed Berrie 

Oat Smoothie 

 

D Block- Kitchen 1 = Turkey Goat Cheese Bacon Paninni and Kitchen 2 = Mango/Pineapple 

Smoothie 

 

E Block- Kitchen 2= Mango/Pineapple Smoothie and Kitchen 4 Turkey Cheese Bacon Panini  

 

 

WINTER SPORTS: 

The boy’s hockey team lost to Hanover HS in the Division 3 South Finals on Sunday, March 11th. 

Congratulations to our student athletes for an amazing season. Thank you to the hard work of 

the coaching staff and the support of our hockey parents. Throughout the postseason, our 

students did an extraordinary job supporting each other.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

The Environmental Club will be collecting donations for Savers. Every 2 bags of donations will 

earn you 1 hour of community service. Please bring all donations to Room 239 in Ms. 

Armstrong’s room before March 19. 

 

Attention seniors! Be sure to check the yearbook proofs of the senior photo section that is posted 

in the cafeteria. See Mrs. Thompson if there are any errors or missing photos. 

 

Sweatshirts that were sold in December by the sophomore class will be on sale again for one 

week only. They are three quarter zip, no hood, in three colors (Navy Blue, Gray, or Black). Stay 

warm this spring season with a new RHS sweatshirt. Please see Mrs. McGonnigal in Room 210 

for orders.  
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NEXT WEEK’S LUNCH MENU: 

Click here to view next week’s lunch menu. 

 

THE WEEK AHEAD: 

Monday, March 19 

 Spring Sports Tryouts Begin 

 School Safety Meeting 6PM (Auditorium) 

Tuesday, March 20 

    MCAS Grade 10 Student Meeting @ 9:10AM 

Thursday, March 22 

   Shakespeare Assembly Grade 9 9:30-11AM 

Saturday, March 24 

9:00am RHS Saturday School 

 

Please check out our school-wide calendar by clicking here.  

http://rocklandschools.nutrislice.com/menu/high-school/lunch/2018/3/19/
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=rhscalendar%40rocklandschools.org&ctz=America/New_York

