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ROCKLAND HIGH SCHOOL 

RHS COMMUNITY WEEKLY UPDATE #15 

DECEMBER 1, 2017 

 

IN THIS EDITION: 

In this week’s edition, you will find information on the following: 

● MCAS Testing Updates 

● High Honors Luncheon 

● This Week’s Top Dogs 

● Chorus rings in Holiday Season at the Stroll 

● The Veritas Sporting New Shirts 

● Site Council Agenda Posted 

● IMAGES Beauty 

● Get Ready for Moon Over Buffalo! 
● Artwork of the Week 

● The Golden Spatula Award 

● Powder Puff Highlights 

● Thanksgiving Day Football Recap 

● Fall Sports Final Recap 

● Athletic Hall of Fame Inductions 

● Announcements 

● Next Week’s Lunch Menu 

● The Week Ahead 

 

MCAS UPDATES: 

Please see this message below from Jeff Wulfson Acting Commissioner of Elementary and 

Secondary Education. 

 

This year's ninth graders have entered high school at a time when the state is 

transitioning to a new statewide assessment called the next-generation MCAS. I hope 

this letter will help clarify the graduation requirement for your class.  Massachusetts 

high school students are required to pass MCAS tests in English language arts (ELA), 

mathematics, and science and technology/engineering in order to graduate from high 

school. For ELA and mathematics, the current state requirements for earning a high 

school diploma are: a score of at least 240 on the existing grade 10 ELA and 

mathematics MCAS tests, ora score of between 220 and 238 on those tests and fulfilling 

the requirements of an Educational Proficiency Plan, which outlines how the student 

will become proficient in that particular subject. Members of the class of 2021 will fulfill 

the MCAS part of their graduation requirements in ELA and mathematics by taking the 

next-generation, computer-based version of the MCAS tests in those subjects in spring 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/parents/pgletter-class2021/english.pdf


 
 

2 

 

2019. The tests will be similar in design to the tests that they took as eighth graders in 

spring 2017 if they were in a Massachusetts public school.  The next-generation grade 

10 MCAS tests will have different achievement levels and scores than the previous 

versions of the grade 10 tests, but for the class of 2021, I am recommending to the 

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education that we require students to reach the 

score corresponding to 240 (or 220 plus the fulfillment of an Educational Proficiency 

Plan) on the ELA and mathematics tests in order to qualify for a high school diploma. 

In other words, I am recommending that the passing standard remain the same for 

your class as the state introduces the new assessments in those subjects.The standard 

could rise for future classes, but that is something the Board will discuss at a later date. 

The transition to a next-generation science MCAS is happening on a different timetable, 

and the existing science MCAS and requirement will not change for the class of 2021. 

Students will still have to earn a score of at least 220 on one of the existing high school 

MCAS science and technology/engineering tests: biology, chemistry, introductory 

physics, or technology/engineering.  Students will continue to have retest opportunities 

on high school MCAS tests and will have the opportunity to qualify for scholarship 

programs through the high school MCAS tests.  

 

 If you have questions about graduation requirements, please contact your school 

guidance counselor or principal or visit www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/graduation.html for 

more information.  

 

HIGH HONORS LUNCHEON: 

On Wednesday, November 29th students who earned High Honors during term 1 were 

recognized during a luncheon held in the RHS Media Center. Students had Chipotle delivered!  

 

The following students were recognized for having all A’s term 1: 

 

Allen, Jared  

Almeida, Melyssa  

Baar, Jonathan  

Belmonte, Sean  

Bendarkawi, Jad  

Buckley, Kathryn  

Cavicchi, Devin  

Dalton, Eden   

De Carvalho Oliveira, Ingrid  

De Lima, Julia   

Draicchio, Natalie  

Ellard, John   

Elliott, Cynthia   

Freitas, Mardally  

Gambon, Tyler  

Hughes, Bridget  

Johnson, Tyler   

Jones, Russell   

Kelley, Ann   

Lovell, Sarah   
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McKerrell, Colin  

McNally, Ronan  

Morgan, Sabrina  

Naughton, Joseph  

Nguyen, Joseph  

Patten, Alyssa   

Peterson, Zachary  

Pierce, Jordan   

Reera, Oliver   

Rogers, Cullen  

Rossman, Robert  

Ryan, Patricia   

Sugrue, Sean   

Tejeda, Jeileanie  

Uong, Isabelle   

Webb, Zachary  

Welles, Damon  

Willis, Jacob   

Yeadon, Julia  
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THIS WEEK’S TOP DOGS: 
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CHORUS RINGS IN HOLIDAY SPIRIT AT THE STROLL: 

Our RHS Chorus students sang at the Holiday Stroll on Saturday, November 25, 2017. They 

sounded great and we appreciate them taking time out of their weekend to sing and ring in the 

holiday spirit for Rockland children and families.  

 

THE VERITAS SPORTING NEW SHIRTS: 

The students involved in The Veritas looked great in their new shirts as they went around lunch 

selling the student newspaper. Check out the online Veritas here! 

 

https://rhsveritas.wordpress.com/
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POWDER PUFF HIGHLIGHTS: 

Rockland High School hosted a fun and successful Powder Puff football game Friday, November 

17th. The seniors beat the juniors 26-0. 
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SITE COUNCIL AGENDA POSTED: 

ROCKLAND HIGH SCHOOL  

Site Council Meeting 3 

Date: December 7, 2017 7:15AM 

Location: Superintendent's Conference Room 

 

Site Council Members: 

Ms. Caitlin Cameron, Mr. Richard MacAllister, Ms. Sam Hoyo, Ms. Amanda Lanigan, Ms. 

Jeanine Oliver, Ms. Maddie Gear, Ms. Sydney McKenna, Ms. Greta Russo, Mr. Richard Phelps, 

Ms. Julie Shields 

 

Agenda: 

1) Approval of Minutes from October 19,  2017 

2) What’s Been Happening @ RHS 

3) Upcoming Events  

4) 2018-2019 Program of Studies Discussion 

a) Global Learning Program 

b) Junior Seminar/Senior Research 

c) World Language Requirement 

 

Next Meeting Date: January 11th 7:15am (Superintendent’s Conference Room) 

 

IMAGES BEAUTY: 

Students in IMAGES published this poem aligned to this month’s Positivity Message of 

feeling good about oneself.  

We're Positively Beautiful 
To us, beauty is a lone smile in a crowd 

    Beauty is a warm heart and a dead phone 

To us, beauty is bandaids and healed scars 

    Beauty is sharing stories 

To us, beauty is seeing a sunset and 

    Knowing others see it too 

To us, beauty is vast greenery 

    Beauty is blooming 

To us, beauty is overcoming tragedy 

    Beauty is stargazing 

To us, beauty is the sound of rain 

    The spectrum of color 

To us, beauty is the dark and dreary day 

    That is still filled with promise 

To us, beauty is a face with no makeup 

    Our heads on pillows 

To us, beauty is the frantic scratching 

    Of pen on paper 
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To us, beauty is embracing individuality 

    Singing at the top of our lungs 

To us, beauty is the herbs in our mother’s gardens 

    The ink on our brother’s arms 

To us, beauty is humming ballads 

    And calloused hands 

To us, beauty is bright eyes and ice-cream 

    Marshmallows and campfires 

To us, beauty is an action not an idea 

    Beauty is natural 

To us, beauty is being ourselves 

    Never losing our morals 

To us, beauty is courage 

    Crushing society's standards 

To us, beauty is the perfectly imperfect 

    Beauty is knowing we know  nothing 

To us, beauty is the pride we have for those who serve 

    Our sisters and brothers 

To us, beauty is New England 

    Beauty in Gardens and Stadiums 

To us, beauty is horses 

    Galloping like music 

To us, beauty is family 

    Beauty is friends. 

  

To us, beauty is awake. 

 

GET READY FOR MOON OVER BUFFALO: 

Come see the Rockland High School production of Moon Over Buffalo next week on Thursday, 

Friday, or Saturday December 7th, 8th, or 9th at 7pm. Tickets can be purchased online for $5 at 

showtix4u.com or $8 at the door.  

 

 



 
 

10 

 

 

ARTWORK OF THE WEEK: 

Photography class is working on some #EdwardWeston inspired still life's. 

 
And don’t forget to head to the library to check out dresses made from recycled materials in 3D 

Art! 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/EdwardWeston?src=hash
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The Holiday Stroll was held on Saturday, Nov. 25, and featured activities, music and 

refreshments provided by downtown vendors. Among the artists were RHS juniors Kaili 

Dummott-Hill, Jailene Escalera, Elizabeth Kelly and Sarah Pollard, as well as RHS alums 

Danielle Hill (2015) and Sydney Bissonnette (2014). The RHS students and alumnae 

displayed their work alongside artists from the local collective, 4th Floor Artists. 

 

Sarah Pollard, a junior AP Art student at Rockland High School had two of her artistic creations 

on display at the First Congregational Church. (Photo by Madeline Lannin-Cotton) 

 

Kaili Dummott-Hill, a junior at Rockland High School, displayed her pen and ink self-portrait and 

“Pattern Stitch” in acrylic paint at MountainOne Bank. (Photo by Madeline Lannin-Cotton) 
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Jailene Escalera, a junior at Rockland High School, displayed some of her artwork including her 

mixed media art thesis, “I’m Just Like You.,”  at Rockland Athletics. (Photo by Madeline 

Lannin-Cotton) 

 

THE GOLDEN SPATULA AWARDS: 

Congratulations to this week’s winners of the Golden Spatula Award! 

 

EF1 - C Block K2 - Haley Nee, Corey DeMarco, Justin Pendleton, Josh Keating = Marinara Sauce 

with Spaghetti  

 
 

EF2 - A Block K3 - Tyler Johnson, Jillian Dorney, Jessica DeMarco = Pasta Alfredo 
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THANKSGIVING DAY FOOTBALL: 

Congratulations to the Rockland High School Varsity Football team for finishing the season 8-3 

after defeating East Bridgewater 15-14 on Thanksgiving day. Our band and cheerleaders also 

performed on Thanksgiving Day. It was a fun way to kick-off the Holiday! 
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SPORTS PREVIEW: 

The fall sports season came to a close with Thanksgiving Day football in East Bridgewater. 

Congratulations to all of the athletes and coaches on a great fall season! 

 

A special shout out to the following all-stars: 

Boys Soccer: Jon Alvarenga, Matty O’Brien, and Vitor Santos! Alvarenga was also awarded 

Eastern Mass All Star! 

Girls Soccer:  Grace Oliver, Maddie Blonde, Nicole Blonde and Hannah Rich 
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Cheerleading:  Mia Comeau, Katie Fitzgerald, Hallie Molineaux, Bella Burns 

Football: Jon Baar, Will Breadmore, Lou Casey, Connor Shea, Zach Sharland, Anthony 

DeCecco and Coach of the Year Nick Liquori. 

Volleyball: Jess DeMarco, Lily Matson, Caroline Elie, and Player of the Year: Olivia Elie. Coach 

of the Year:  Emily Murphy 

 

 

Our Cheerleaders earned 2nd place in the State Championship Competition held at Worcester 

State University on Sunday, November 19th. Congratulations to the team on a great season! 

 

 

ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME INDUCTIONS: 

Thank you to Ms. Lannin-Cotton for the recap below from the Athletic Hall of Fame! 

Rockland High School Athletic Director Gary Graziano is pleased to announce that eight new 

members were inducted into the Rockland High School Athletic Hall of Fame on Saturday night, 

Nov. 18 at a dinner and induction ceremony held at the Rockland Golf Course. 

 

The inductees included: John Carey, Class of 1932, for Football (Posthumously, his son Robert 

Carey accepting); William Hoss, Class of 1952 for Track and Cross Country (Posthumously, his 

son, Derek, accepting); Thomas Bailey, coach of over thirty years (Honorary member). 

 

Also inducted were Michael Flaherty, Class of 1987, Hockey; Dan O'Brien, Class of 1995, 

Football and Basketball; Anthony McSharry, Class of 1995, Football; Jessica Mellen Devereaux, 

Class of 2006, Basketball; and Stephanie Crawford, Class of 2008, Basketball. 
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Graziano who served as master of ceremonies says the induction is a fitting showcase of the 

athletic tradition in the town of Rockland.   "It's a great community event.  The theme is how 

involved all of these inductees have been, not only in our athletic programs, but also in the 

Rockland community," said Graziano. 

 

Presenters included former RHS Principal, A. Scott MacKinlay;  John Spinale, (William Hoss' 

teammate); John Carey's granddaughter Kim Carey; Flaherty's son, Michael Flaherty Jr.; RHS 

Head Football Coach, Nick Liquori; Hall of Famer, Mike McSharry; former Girls Basketball 

Coach, Madeline Lannin-Cotton, and Girls Basketball Coach, Diana Mitchell. 

 

Serving on the Hall of Fame Committee are Gary Graziano, Kathleen Paulding, Fredrick Damon, 

Stephen Sangster, Madeline Lannin-Cotton and Nicholas Liquori. 

 

Since 1988, Rockland High School has inducted 72 student-athlete alumni to the Hall of Fame, 

as well as four former coaches as honorary members. 

 

Nominees for the Hall of Fame have had outstanding athletic accomplishments during and after 

high school. They also have contributed to their communities, and in some cases have overcome 

adversity during high school or later on in their lives. They must also be at least ten years out of 

high school. 

 

Anyone may nominate a Rockland High School graduate for consideration for the Athletic Hall 

of Fame.  To do so, contact the RHS athletic director at graziano@rocklandschools.org. 

 

Dan O'Brien 

Rockland High School Head Football Coach Nick Liquori (left) presented a Hall of Fame plaque 

to his former teammate Dan O'Brien, Class of 1995.  O'Brien played football and basketball for 

RHS along with Liquori and were on the 1992 Super Bowl team.  photo by Mal Lannin-Cotton 

 

 

Mike Flaherty 

Michael Flaherty, Rockland High School Class of 1987, received his induction plaque from his 

son, Michael at the RHS Athletic Hall of Fame banquet on Sat. Nov. 18.  In addition to playing 

ice hockey for Rockland, Flaherty is now the team's successful coach.  His son is a senior captain 

of the team this year. photo by Mal Lannin-Cotton 
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John Carey 

Robert Carey accepts a Hall of Fame plaque from Rockland High School Athletic Director, Gary 

Graziano (left) for his father, John, Class of 1932 who starred in football at Rockland High 

School,  John E. Carey served in the Marines in WWII in the Pacific Theater, and was awarded a 

Presidential Unit Citation and several individual awards for his service.  John Carey was 

instrumental in the building of the Rockland Veterans Memorial Stadium where town and 

Rockland High School events are held.  photo by Mal Lannin-Cotton 

 

 

NEXT WEEK’S LUNCH MENU: 

Click here to view next week’s lunch menu. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

Profile in Courage Essay Contest: The John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum 

is accepting submissions from high school students for its annual Profile in Courage Essay 

Contest. Students are asked to describe and analyze an act of political courage by a U.S. elected 

official who served during or after 1917. The deadline is January 4, 2018.  

 

The freshman class is hosting Wrapfest! Drop off your unwrapped gifts and wrapping paper 

before the Holiday Concert. While you enjoy the concert, we will wrap all of your gifts for $10 

http://rocklandschools.nutrislice.com/menu/high-school/lunch/2017/12/4/
https://mass.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d8f37d1a90dacd97f207f0b4a&id=a09537d0d5&e=d467c5d0af
https://mass.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d8f37d1a90dacd97f207f0b4a&id=a09537d0d5&e=d467c5d0af
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(per trash bag full). Tape, labels and bows provided. Please indicate "To" and "From" for each 

gift. 

 

 



 
 

19 

 

 

THE WEEK AHEAD: 

Monday, December 4 

6:00pm Fall Athletic Banquet 

Tuesday, December 5 

6:00pm Boys Varsity Basketball @ Hingham HS 

Thursday, December 7 

7:15am RHS Site Council Meeting 

2:50pm RHS Faculty Meeting 

7:00pm RHS Fall Play (Auditorium) 

Friday, December 8 

3:30pm Boys Freshmen Basketball @ Hanover HS 

5:00pm Boys JV Basketball @ Hanover HS 

6:30pm Boys Varsity Basketball @Hanover HS 

6:30pm Girls Varsity Basketball v. Scituate HS 

7:00pm RHS Fall Play (Auditorium) 

Saturday, December 9 

9:00am Boys Varsity Wrestling @ Scituate HS 

5:20pm Boys Varsity Ice Hockey @Abington HS 

7:00pm RHS Fall Play (Auditorium) 

Sunday, December 10 

2:40pm Boys JV Hockey @ Pembroke HS 

 

Please check out our school-wide calendar by clicking here.  

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=rhscalendar%40rocklandschools.org&ctz=America/New_York

