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Each year in October six senior girls
from Rockland High School are nominat-
ed by teachers for the title of Miss
Rockland.
Miss Rockland is revealed in a ceremo-

ny held at the Homecoming football game
to honor the senior girl who demonstrates
the most school spirit, acts kindly and fair-
ly to everyone, and does well in school
while participating in extracurricular
activities.

This year the nominees chosen were
seniors Leah O’Bryan, Shannon Gray,
Danielle Oliver, Macayla Sheehan, Dawn
Bille, and Brooke MacDonald.
Throughout the week, known as Spirit

Week, seniors are given the chance to vote
and choose whom they believe most
deserves the title.

As the town and fans anxiously won-
dered who would be chosen, all were
delighted when the title was given to
Shannon Gray.

Shannon Gray is a member of the
National Honor Society, Student
Government Council, and Yearbook Club.
She also plays volleyball and tennis.
“Being nominated for Ms. Rockland is

an honor,” Shannon stated. “It was an
honor to be recognized by my teachers and
peers.”
Shannon also said that winning is some-

thing she never expected. “I always
looked up to the past Miss Rocklands, so
knowing I’m now one of them is unimag-
inable.”

Shannon joins Mike McCauley who

was voted as Mr. Rockland during Spirit
Week.

The Mr. Rockland contest is very dif-
ferent from Ms. Rockland because Mr.
Rockland is held as an entertaining contest
in the auditorium where the contestants
put on a show to prove they deserve the
title. It is meant to be entertaining and
funny whereas Ms. Rockland is a more
serious event.
When asked how she felt about the dif-

ference Shannon replied, “I feel like hav-
ing Mr. Rockland as a contest makes it
unique; I like how it differs.”

The others nominees expressed similar
feelings about being recognized and nom-
inated for Ms. Rockland.
Leah O’Bryan is vice president of the

class, plays three sports and serves on stu-
dent government. She stated, “It felt really
nice to be nominated. I didn’t expect it but
to be recognized and nominated by teach-
ers made me feel like I’ve done something
good over my four years of high school.
Macayla Sheehan is captain of the RHS

cheerleading squad, and is also a member
of an all-star cheerleading squad.
She said, “I felt surprised and honored

to be nominated for Miss Rockland. It
means so much to me that my teachers
would nominate me for such a well known
and special thing.”
Danielle Oliver tells the Veritas, “I am

so happy I was nominated and I feel hon-
ored.”
She also said, “Shannon deserves being

Miss Rockland and we are all happy for
her.” Danielle is a member of the varsity
soccer team and is involved in student
government.
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Traditional tiara crowns Miss Rockland

Danielle Oliver, Macayla Sheehan, Dawn Bille, Shannon Gray, Brooke MacDonald, Leah OʼBryan are the 2012-2013 Miss
Rockland nominees. Veritas Staff photo
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You step onto the stage. The spotlight is on you, and
only you. You breathe heavily as you try to remember
your lyrics. What you once thought would be a dream, is
now coming true. The music begins to play, your hands
are sweating, the room is growing, and the stage is shrink-
ing beneath your feet.
You are a senior and it’s now your time to show the

crowd and judges why you should win the title of Mr.
Rockland.
On Thursday, October 11th, the annual Mr. Rockland

competition took place in the RHS auditorium.
“It was awesome and it was a very funny night,” senior

Caroline McDonough stated as she laughed, remembering
that night's events.
Six seniors competed for the title of Mr. Rockland by

showing the crowd and judges their unusual and unique

talents, acting out improv skits, and dressing in their best
attire.
This year’s judges were Mr. MacAllister, Mr. Smith,

Ms. Walsh, Ms. McDonough, and our beloved former
principal, Mr. Sangster.
The talent portion was first as the comical Deven Nunn

had the crowd in hysterics, coming onto the stage dressed
in woman’s clothing and a wig and calling himself,
Shaniqua. He then proceeded to strut around stage as the
song, “Milkshake” by Kelis began to play. Deven swayed
his hips and sang along with the 2003 hit song. He even-
tually made his way down into the crowd where he embar-
rassed Katie Gardner with his provocative dance.
When the judges were asked for a quick comment after

Deven’s act, history teacher Mr. Smith commented, “I’ll
have whatever milkshake Katie had,” followed by the
audience’s laughter.
The creative Joe Palana next entered the stage in what

looked like a “rapper’s get-up.” He then took off his
baggy sweatshirt, and sideways hat, pulled up his pants to
reveal his lumberjack outfit, and began singing Monty
Python’s Lumberjack Song with humorous lyrics that
shared his desire to be a woman.
Heartthrob Kevin Strobel then stepped onto the stage

with what seemed to be a simple talent: jumping rope.
While he presented the crowd with many jump rope
tricks, he won the most points when he asked his girl-
friend, Shannon Gray, to go to the senior prom with him.
Well-known for his acting talents, Chris Carchedi, next

stepped onto the stage in 16th century attire, looking as if
he were going to recite lines from a well-known play.
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McCauley sings his way to the top

Deven Nunn, Joe Palana, Justin Ferrullo, Mike McCauley, Kevin Strobel and Chris Carchedi competed for the
title of Mr. Rockland last month. photo by Madalyn Maloney


